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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: They shall hunger oo more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any heat : 
for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, 
and shail guide them unto fountains ot waters of life; and God shall 
Pipe away every tear from their eyes.—Rev. 7 : 16, 17 


vr. January 2.—The Ascending Lord... ....... Acts 1: 1-14 
2. January 9.—The Coming of the Holy Spirit . Acts 2: 1-13 
3. January 16.— Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost. . . . Acts 2: 14-47 
4. Januaryc23. ‘Lhe. Spirit STE + in cid sis 0 Pe 0,0 Rom. 8 : 12-30 
5. Senco 30.—The Lame Man Leaping ......+-... Acts 3 
‘ 6, February 6.—The Boldness ot Peterand John .. . Acts 4 : 1-3 
. February 13.—Humbled and Exalted . . Phil. 2: t-te 
Hf February 20.—‘the Christian Brotherhood at jeru- 
salem (lemperance Lesson) ..... / Acts 4: 32 to 5: 16 
9. February 27.—The Seven Helpers one bheoke Acts 6 
30. March 5.—The Death of Stephen ...... Acts 7:1to®:3 
at. March 12.—Heioes and Martyrs of Faith. . Heb. 11: 1 to 12:2 
32. March 19.—Philip and the Ethiopian . ; Acts 8: 26-40 
a3. March 26.—Review : ‘he Great Mu! titude . . Read Rev. 7: 9-17 
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A Sunday Morning Suggestion 


By Roy Temple House 


“ They were all with one accord in one place” 


we of later times have lost 

The virtue of a Pentecost , 
When one small band who came to pray 
Won many thousands in a day ; 


It may be now and then that we 

Are somewhat prone to disagree,— 
Whereas they bowed before the Lord 
And worshiped him with one accord } 


It may be that our fancies stray 

Out of His house and far away,— 
While these devoutly sought His face 
With mind and body in one place. 


Not Quantity 

Spiritual results are never in proportion to efforts 
and words that can be seen and heard. Results of 
Christian service often seem pitifully small as com- 
pared with the work and the words that have been 
earnestly poured out. Other results seem utterly out 
of proportion to the human effort or word—veritable 
miracles. A young woman who had entered into the 
Victorious Life had been eagerly working for a long 
while to lead a Christian friend into the new expeti- 
ence in Christ. But all their talks and all the meet- 
ings they attended apparently had ‘no effect. One 
evening, at an unexpected time, in. an unexpected 
place;-under circumstances that had no bearing on 
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spiritual things, an unconscious word was dropped 
that led the indifferent girl to ask her friend to come 
to see her the next evening. She gladly came, and 
in the midst of their prayer together another soul 
yielded to the complete mastery of Christ. ‘I learned 
from this,"’ said the young woman in telling the inci- 
dent, ‘‘that it is. not how much you say about the 
Victorious Life, but how much you say that is accord- 
ing to His will,”’ Spiritual results are always in 
direct proportion to supernatural spiritual power— 


His power. 
x 
Is Your Office In Order? 


Neatness is as much a characteristic mark of a 
Christian as is truthfulness. The ability to keep one's 
rooin or office in the best order is not a special gift 
conferred upon some at birth, Any one who has a 
strong enough incentive can become noted for neat- 
ness, ‘Every Christian has such an incentive. The 
private secretary of « United States cabinet officer was 
telling a friend recently that he kept his office in 
scrupulous order. One of the reasons for his special 
care is that his office is next that of his chief, and 
visitors have to pass through it before entering the 
Secretary's office. We represent our Chief, and visit- 
ors have a right to expect that all our surroundings 
for which we are responsible should reflect the char- 
acteristics of our Master. And ‘‘God is not a God of 
confusion."’ If He himself should come into our 
room or office now, are there things we saould like to 
see arranged differently ? 


=< 
Getting into the Minority 


Pentecost is the common heritage of* all Chris- 
tiaris, but Christians are making a widely different 
use of that heritage. The Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
created a new family, and the only way to enter into 
that family is by being born into it. The Holy Spirit, 
then, who began this new family at Pentecost, must 
enter in and take up his abode in every man who is 
to become a son of God. In this matter of birth no 
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Christian has an advantage over any other Christian. 
A vigorous protest has been made by many earnest 
Christians against the teaching of the Victorious Life 
on the ground that it sets a few Christians off in a 
class by themselves as specially favored by God. 
The Victorious Life—which is not new, but as old as 
Pentecost itself—does indeed set a few Christians off 
in a class by themselves. But not because they have 
any claim on the Holy Spirit that other Christians do 
not have. James H. McConkey has put the truth in 
an unforgettable way: ‘‘1 used to believe that a few 
men had a monopoly on the Holy Spirit. Now I know 
that the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on » few men,"’ 
He wants to have a monopoly on every Christian. 
Have you signed over your life completely’ to the 
Holy Spirit, giving unrestricted rights to the Christ 
whom He represents ? 
sx 


Can You Say “ Amen’? 


If we can truly say ‘‘ Amen’ at the close of our 
prayer, there is no more that need be said. The 
prayer has been Spirit-guided and has been accom- 
plished, Dr. Griffith Thomas in his little pamphlet 
on ‘‘Grace’’ brings out the rich meaning of ‘‘ Amen,’ 
as he writes of God's promise to give us grace, not 
only for salvation, but for daily living: ‘* ‘The Lord 
will give grace and glory.’ © First grace, then glory. 
Much grace, much glory. Grace, then glory. Be it 
ours to say Amen : 


** Amen as a prayer: May it be so! 
Amen as a purpose: It shall be so! 
Amen as a prospect: It will be so! 
Amen as a persuasion: It can be so! 
Amen as a possession: It is so!” 


No man can say this kind of «*Amen"’ except in the 
Holy Spirit; but every Christian may say it in Him. 
To the facts of God’s Word, and to his promises, let 
us be ever ready and eager to have our hearts respond 
with a real Amen. Then shall we know the joy also 
of Spirit-led prayer for definite needs that are not 
specifically covered by the facts and promises of the 
Word, and be able to claim the Amen as the seal 
upon those prayers. 
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Five-Dollar Time on Five-Cent Jobs 


N AN address to seminary students on ministerial 
fitness, Dr. Slattery, the rector of Grace Church, 
New York, said that among other requirements a 

minister ought to be willing to spend five-dollar time 
on five-cent jobs. Too many hands are idle to-day 
just because they are waiting for something big 
enough todo. Well-trained, and with the conscious- 
ness of power, many never get to work because of the 
fallacy that great powers can only be fitly employed 
on big things. 

The feeling is a natural one. Young men and 
young women in college are often enough told that 
they are to be the future leaders of society because of 
their developed gifts. Or it may be they have had a 
home training that has made them feel that their tal- 
ents and attractions deserve a worthy field in which 
to employ them. But stepping out into the world 
they find no such field. The world does not come 
up and ask to be led, the tasks that are waiting to be 
done seem to be of the sort that can just as we!l be 
done by anybody, and somewhat mystified at the 
situation they hold their hands, waiting for the five- 
dollar job-on which to expend their five-dollar time, 
and in the end ef the day wonder why they have 
never found their task in life. 

Dr. Slattery’s way of stating the matter was good- 
hunrored and-medest. Certainly modesty. is a minis- 
terial requirement, and-no less a requirement for any 
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Christian. We may fancy that prominent men spend 
most of their time doing prominent things, and we 
may sigh for exalted position in the belief that it will 
bring us work that is inspiring and interesting. We 
fancy the great souls and the great workers as people 
who never have to waste time over anything but at- 
tractive concerns. But could we look in upon their 
daily schedules we should probably discover their 
main characteristic to be that they were doing with 
their might what their hands found to do, and that 
for the most part their time was spent upon matters 
no more alluring or romantic than those that fall to 
most men. Now and then there may come to them 
something that is after their own heart, but the rest 
would be anything but exceptional. 

President Eliot once spoke of this matter, and said 
thai his principal work for some time had been in 
going over the salary lists of the faculty, work that 
must be anything but inspiring, though any professor 
struggling along on inadequate means might find a 
good deal of seoniraek ae knowing that it was a 
subject that was getting the best of the president's 
thought. Obscure toilers, working under great dis- 
advantage, are cheered and encouraged more than can 
ever be expressed by knowing that some one whose 
time is supposed to be immensely valuable is none 
too. good to, be lavished on themselves. 

Charles Kingsley was a- romantic person, but the 
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bulk of his life was spent in doing rather dull duties 
as the world would consider them. ‘* How have I 
spent to-day ?"’ he would say. ‘‘In visiting a few 
poor cottagers, in sitting beside one or two sick peo- 

le, in talking with a farmer across the hedge.’’ 
ingaieys was five-dollar time in the world’s estima- 
tion, and people no doubt supposed that he expended 
it only upon romantic tasks. 

John Keble was as choice a spirit as there was in 
the church of his time. Nearly his whole life was 
spent among a small, rural population in Hursley, 
where nothing out of the ordinary ever happened, 
and he said that he lived more and more under the 
feeling that he was engaged in matters that were sim- 
ply too big for him. Everywhere talents which might 
have been developed to splendid proportions are being 
atrophied through waiting for some opportunity that 
is big enough. The soul grows ever smaller that 
thinks of its task as beneath it. ‘‘Contempt is fatal,"’ 
said Bushnell, 

The deeds that some other man has done which in- 
spire covetousness in us look large, as likely as not, 
because of the way he did them and the attitude tn 
which he stood to them. Edward Thring made an 
honored place for himself among schoolmasters. 
‘What sort of man is Thring?'’ somebody asked 
of one who knew him, and the reply was, ‘‘ Well, if 
Thring were poking that fire he would be poking it as 
if poking fires were the only thing in the world for 
the time being.’’ 

What the whole Christian world needs, and the 
whole Christian Church, is a new willingness to do 
duties that are simply going bythe board because 
they do not seem big enough. There may have been 
some temporary need of the phrase ‘*a man’s job,” 
but the phrase has wellnigh lost all point, for it has 
come to be applied chiefly to large and showy things. 
Very often a man’s job is to do something that no 
one else will do because they think it is beneath them, 
and asarule the men and women who gradually 
tower above the rest in spiritual stature are those who 
are simply doing what almost every one might have 
done but has. refused, 

Many Christians have been looking far afield for 
the things that will best build them up in the spiritual 
life. There is an assumption that the old opportuni- 
ties are pretty well exhausted, and they have tried 
every nostrum and every novelty and are still think- 
ing that the right thing will be suriking when it comes. 
But ordinary duties still make up the staple of human 
life. When a great spiritual advance takes place, it 
will be found that the chief wonder is that men and 
women are at last glad to do what they might just as 
well have done long before. 
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The training of the twelve was a growing revelation 
to them of what things were worth doing. Again and 
again they would have restrained the Master from 
using such time and such power as his upon the occa- 
sions and persons to whom he gave it. The splendid 
imagery of the prophets had no doubt aroused in 
men’s hearts a conviction that when the Messiah 
came there would be grand doings, and it must have 
struck with disappointment across these men that 
Christ should have expended his force on such un- 
dramatic opportunities. 

In the midst of our great social stir to-day, when 
men are dreaming great dreams for society, there is 
danger that they will despise the task that lies right at 
their elbow. The temptation to sit on platforms, to 
attend great meetings, and to be in at those hours of 
celebration that thrill us all, may tempt. us to despise 
the small things which are all that finally make cele- 
brations worth while. 

It was refreshing to hear one entrusted with great 
concerns singling out and laying stress on those that 
did not seem important. It was a hint of how Christ 
must have cooled feverish, ambitious men as they 
saw him well content to pour all his powers into tasks 
and cares that men were trying to avoid because of 
the fear they would be belittled by them. 

One and*all we need the health-giving power of or- 
dinary things done better than ever for Christ’ s,sake 
and because of a new realization thati-it:is. his, way. 
Souls that seem to themselves to be’ beating against 
the bars, and to have no. proper--outlet: for the’ power 
that is within them, may come to find’ with John 
Keble that they are all the time dealing with matters 
that are too big for them, and that their chief need is 
larger souls, not larger tasks. There can never: be 
spiritual atrophy where one is doing with his might 
what his hands find to do, and doing it heartily as 
unto the Lord. 





Did Jesus Raise Himself? 


Did God the Father raise Jesus from the grave, or did 
He raise himself? 

In view of the many positive statements that God raised 
Him I feel inclined to accept them, but the question has 
come up in Bible study, and some say that Jesus raised 


himself. I admit he had the power to do it, as he had to 
turn stone to bread, but he did not use it except for others. 


Jesus was ‘‘crucified through weakness."' ‘He 
liveth through the power of God’ (2 Cor. 13: 4). 
Jesus was made sin for us, and he was put to death in 
the flesh as a sin-offering. He paid our penalty. 
And in this sense he had no more power to raise him- 
self than we have to raise ourselves from the dead or 
to create in ourselves new spiritual life. 

‘* Believe on him that raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead’ (Rom. 4: 24); ‘‘ as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father’’ (Rom. 6 : 
4); ‘‘ him who was raised from the dead’’ (Rom. 7 : 
4); ‘‘ the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead *' (Rom. 8:11); ‘* Christ Jesus that died, yea 
rather, that was raised from the dead*’ (Rom. 8 : 34); 
‘« believe in thy heart that God raised him from the 
dead*’ (Rom. 10:9); ‘‘Christ is preached that he 
hath been raised from the dead*’ (1 Cor. 15: 12); 
‘*he that raised up the Lord Jesus’’ (2 Cor. 4 : 14); 
‘‘God the Father, who raised him from the dead"’ 
(Gal. 1:1); ‘when he raised him from the dead, 
‘and made him to sit at hisright hand’’ (Eph. 1 : 20); 
‘‘God, who raised him from the dead’’ (Col. 2 : 12); 
‘serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead"’ (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10); ‘‘ the God of peace, who brought 


again from the dead the great shepherd of the sheep *’ 
(Heb. 13: 20); ‘‘through him are believers in God, 
that raised him from the dead’’ (1 Pet. 1; 21). 

The fact that God raised Jesus from the dead has a 
vital relation to our own resurrection, both that of the 
spirit, when we receive eternal life, and that of the 
body. For it is the same power of God that raised 
Jesus from the dead that is used to give us a new life 
of spirit and of body. ‘* We were buried therefore 
with him through baptism imto death: that like as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, so we also might walk in newness of 
life’’ (Rom. 6 : 4); ‘‘ what the exceeding greatness of 
his power to us-ward who believe, according to that 
working of the strength of his might which he wrought 
in Christ, when he raised him from the dead*’ (Eph. 
I: 19, 20); ‘‘ having been buried with him in bap- 
tism, wherein ye were also raised with him through 
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the 
dead. And you, being dead through your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say,, did 
he make alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses’* (Col. 2 : 12, 13). 

There are two passages that appear. to contradict 
the view that Jesus did not raise himself. Jesus de- 
clared that he had power to lay down his life and 
power to take it again. He also chailenged the Jews 
with the startling statement, ‘‘ Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up*’ (John 2 : 19): 

In concluding the wonderful description that he'gives 
of the work of the Good Shepherd Jesus'siiys, ‘‘There-' 
fore doth the Father love mé,* because f lay ‘down my 
life, that I may take it again. ‘No one taketh it 
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away from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
power to lay it down, and | have to take it 
again. This csiiatiadengnt seaiend S:aa> ta Father"’ 

ohn 10: 17, 18). Jesus’ death was different from 

ne death of any. other man in that he voluntaril 
** dismissed his spirit,’’ laying down his life himsel 
And he laid it down in order that he might take it 
again: in other words, receive it again from the 
Father. The bestowing of the life came from the 
Father ; Jesus voluntarily received it at his hand, 
The ‘* power’’ that Jesus speaks of in these verses 
is a different power from that by which God raised 
him ‘from the dead. - The word for power in John 10: 
18 means ‘delegated authority."" The power by 
which God wrought in raising Jesus from the dead 
means ‘‘might,"’ and is the same word as our 
‘*dynamite.’’ Thus the Father and the Son worked 
together as one in the death and resurrection, the Son 
voluntarily, and also obediently, giving his life and 
taking it again, by the authority and at the command- 
ment of the Father. 

Jesus did not suggest that it was not the Father 
who. raised him from the dead when he spoke of 
building the temple again. Since it was Jesus who 
rose, by receiving his life from the Father, it was right 
to speak of himself as building the temple. The 
passage immediately following in John 2: 22 makes 
it clear by saying, ‘‘ When therefore he was raised 
from the dead.'’ 

As the part of Jesus, then, was the receiving of the 
resurrection life from the Father, so our part, after 
yielding ourselves that we may share his death, 
is to receive from Him the resurrection power. 
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A Letter from the Founder of the 
Bible Success Band 


One of the encouraging facts about this day of 
Bible criticism is that it is a day also of Bible study 
and Bible memorizing. An impetus has been given 
to systematic Bible memorizing in many lands during 
the past few years through an international movement 
for Bible memorizing, —the Bible Success Band. The 
band was organized in a quiet way eight years ago, in 
Birmingham, England, by. Mrs, E. A. R. Davis, and 
the simplicity and effectiveness of the plan to. unite 
in the daily memorizing of suggested passages of 
Scripture has commended itself to thousands of Chris, 
tians the world around. 

A Chicago minister of wide responsibilities‘ as 
superintendent of an Institute recently wrote Mrs, 
Davis regarding the 1916 Bible Success Band book- 
lets :: 


I have 


I shall call the attention of our people to the Bible verse 
calendar, and order as many as the people may wish, as 
we did last year. 

I wish to congratulate you on this year’s number. It.is 
the best that you have ever gotten out in several ways. I 
éspécially appreciate the words of commendation from the 
noted men who have written commending the movement. 

I am sure that this war is going to turn people’s minds 
and hearts more and more to God through his Word, and 
that your work will count increasingly in the years to 
come. 


A message of good cheer from Mrs. Davis to one of 
the editors of The Sunday School Times shows the 
spirit of the founder as the band enters upon the ninth 
year of its history 


It pleased me greatly to learn from your letter that in 
your daily ‘* Men's Prayer Circle '’ you would pray for the 
Bible Success Band Movement. You will please accept 
my heartiest thanks for thus remembering the B. S. B. 
when you are gathered together ‘‘ in one place, with one 
accord."’ 

I earnestly desire that this next year (the ninth of the 
B. S. B.) may be the best year inits history. As you may 
notice, we have added one new country to our former list; 
that of India. 

Yesterday Mrs. | and her two daughters visited 
us. ‘They all joined the Bible Success Band. Mrs. | 
on her next birthday will be ninety-two years old. A fine 
member! ‘Ihese ladies are acquainted with Mr. Charles 
Trumbull, and were interested to see his picture in.tfie 
B. S. B. booklet. 

We are promoting The Sunday School Times by giving 
it (a year’s subscription) to our friends, and praising it as 
the best religious paper in the world. 


Mr. George T. B. Davis, who is being marvelously 
used in evangelistic work for the English soldiers, 
working through the Pocket Testament League plen, 
is a son of Mrs. E. A. R. Davis, and they share at 
many points their great work for the Kingdom. Mr, 
Davis writes of the work of the Bible Success Band on 
page 786 of this issue. 

The memorizing of the verses in the booklet may 
begin at any time, and great blessings await those 
who begin and continue the habit of daily committing 
to memory one verse of Scripture,—whether they be 
the verses that the Bible Success Band memljers 
unite on or verses of one’s own selection. 
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A_memorable picture of contrasts in the no longer Hermit Nation 
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With Speer in Korea Eighteen Years Ago an? To-Day 


By Robert E. Speer 





her 5 years ago Mr, W. Henry Grant and I 
visited Korea together, crossing from Nagasaki 
to Chemulpo on a small Japanese British-built 
merchant steamer. Last week I crossed from Shimo- 
noseki to Fusan, a quarter of the distance of the old. 
crossing, on the ferry of the Imperial Japanese Rail- 
ways on a beantiful big steamship built in Japanese 
shipyards. Then, we had to be carried ashore at 
Chemulpo, across wide mud flats. Last week we. 


landed at Fusan at big-docks beside a large, conrfort-- 


able hotel. Then, there was not one foot of railway 
in Korea. Mr. Grant and I had to go up the coast to 
the mouth of the Tatong River in a dirty Korean 
coasting-boat with a perilous list, and-up the Tatong 
River in a small Korean sailing-skiff to Pyeng Yang, 
and from Pyeng Yang walked down overland, a week's 

journey, to Seoul.. Now the journey from Pyeng Yang 
to Seoul is made in six hours and more than a thou- 
sand miles of excellent railway, efficiently managed, 

span the country from north to south and from east to 
west. 

Then the China-Japan war had just ended, and 
Korea was probably at its lowest ebb, free from the 
restraint or guidance of China or Russia or Japan. 
There were no public schools, no good roads, no four- 
wheeled vehicles, no just system of taxation or courts 
or government, The king was incompetent, and the 
ruling class ate the subsistence ofthe people and con- 
tributed nothing to the prosperity or progress of the 
country. Now all this is changed. With character- 
istic efficiency, -with.the avowed purpose of giving: to 
Korea all that Japan has won, and of melting the two 


races together into one nationality, the Japanese have 


brought schools and roads and just laws and courts, 
the reformation of old abuses, the improvement of 
agriculture, the development of resources, and the 
earnest purpose to advance in every way the prosperity 
and well-being of .the Korean people. It is a won- 
derful change which our eyes have seen. 


Showing Korea Her Own Greatness 

We were fortunate in visiting Seoul just at the time 
when the Chosen industrial and agricultural exposi- 
tion was giving the people in vivid and representative 
form a picture of what the government had accom- 
plished already and purposed for the future. 

The extensive grounds of one of the old palaces, 
lying in useless neglect at the time of our visit eigh- 
teen years ago, had been utilized for the exposition. 
The great exposition buildings were in the best and 
simplest taste, and the exhibits would have done 
credit to any nation on earth. The admission’ fee of 
five sen enabled almost any one to enter, and the 
government was arranging for the admission of- many 
whom even this small fee of two and a half cents gold 
might exclude. It was beautiful to see the great ex- 
cursions of white-robed country people, many of them 
old men and women, brought in by the government 
officials, and carefully escorted in long processions 
through the sights of the city and the exposition, It 
was an inspiration to watch the light that shone in the 
faces of the people as they saw what their country was 
capable of. Hundreds of school children were being 
taken about in the same way. The exposition is an 
impressive demonstration of the efficiency and be- 
nevolence of the present government of Chosen. 

These eighteen years have seen an equally wonder- 
ful progress in the work of the Christian church in 
Korea. Then there were two Christian churches in 
the city of Pyeng Yang, —a Presbyterian and a Meth- 
odist. The strength of these two churches even then 
filled a visitor’s heart with joy, for the Presbyterian 
church was really two churches, the congregation 
having so outgrown the building that the men and 
women had to meet at separate hours. Now tiiere 
are ten churches of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
missions in Pyeng Yang among the Koreans, and two 
churches carried on by the Japanese Congregational- 
ists, one among the Koreans and one among the 
Japanese. 

We spent the whole of one Sunday going about 
from church to church and from Sunday-schoul to 
Sunday-school, and ending the day with two meetings, 
one for men and one for women, that packed two of 
the largest churches. I wish that all the friends of the 
work in Korea might have been at the men's meeting 
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Old Me, Yi of Korea was in a conference a year 
ago with the Japanese Minister of Education. As 
it closed he said: ‘* Your Excellency, ...I find 
that Jesus Christ is able to give me perfect peace 
ot all times... . I wish that Your Excellency might 
also ‘have this peace.”” Mr. Speer, in his story of 
recent experiences in Korea and Manchuria, de- 
scribes a meeting in. which Mr. Yi spoke,and which 
had-an even more startling and dramatic close than 
the conference with the Japanese Minister. 








in the Centeal Church when two thqusand men and 
boys crowded every square foot of space, and might 
have heard them as they sang at our request the hymn 
that we had*heard across the plains and through the 
valleys of psn eighteen years ago, ‘* Nothing but 
the blood of Jesus."” 

Only a few days before, the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Korea had met with one 
hundred and fifty delegates from nearly a hundred 
self-supporting churches, and the following day we 
met with a large company of the Korean leaders at a 
feast, when the address of welcome was made by the 
Secretary of the Foreign Missionary Society, which 
maintains, under full support from the Korean Church, 
a foreign mission of its own in the Chinese province 
of Shantung. Here among these Korean Christians 
one feels the old apostolic glow and warmth and sees 
Christian churches which have been built up from 
the outset on a New Testament foundation of evan- 
gelistic zeal and financial self-support. The church 
is not without its problems, It leans heavily upon 
missionary guidance, and it is innocent and unpre- 
pared as yet with regard to the great doctrinal discus- 
sions from which no Christian church has ever yet 
escaped. But the childlike faith and the living experi- 
ence are here, and the Spirit of God will surely make 
these ready for ali that they must be prepared to meet. 

In Seoul, as in Pyeng Yang, the evidences of life 
and growth are on every side. Christian churches are 
scattered all over the city. Eighteen years ago a 
meeting of students would have brought together only 
a small handful of boys from the two small mission 
schools.. Last Friday night fifteen hundred students 
packed the large hall of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and hundreds more could not get in. At 
the clese of the meeting, in response to old Mr. Yi's 
appeal, almost fifteen hundred students must have 
raised their hands to indicate that they were already, 
or desired to become, disciples of Jesus Christ. This 
old Mr. Yi-was at one time in the Korean Legation at 
Washington. He is the man who, as member of a 
large Korean delegation taken to Japan last year by 
the government, closed a conference that they were 
holding with the Minister of Education by a little 
speech of appreciation, which he ended by saying, 
‘*Your Excellency, I have wondered whether you 
have in your heart great peace under the heavy re- 
sponsibilities that you bear. Surely beneath these 
burdens you must often desire such peace. In my own 
heart I enjoy it. I find that Jesus Christ is able to give 
me perfect peace at all times and in all things. I wish 
that Your Excellency might also have this peace.’’ 


The Mulberry Palace of the Emperor 

The expansion of the missions in their outward 
equipment is as striking as the inward and outward 
growth of the church. The new Pierson Memorial 
Bible School, in memory of Dr. Arthur T. Pierson is 
rising in a beautiful situation looking out over what, 
on our previous visit, was the little used Mulberry 
Palace of the Emperor, now largely devoted to school 
purposes. The new Union Christian College in Seoul 
is in process of acquiring a magnificent site of nearly 
a square mile on the outskirts of the city. Where 
eighteen years ago our mission had at Yun Mot Kol 
two old adapted Koreay buildings, there now stand 
half a dozen substantial brick residences, a great church, 
four large brick buildings, housing the boys’ and girls’ 
schools. 

In place of our old hospital building there stand to- 
day on an overlooking hill near. the railway station the 
enlarging buildings of the Severance hospital, medical 
college, and school. for nurses. 


At Pyeng Yang, around the three Korean-stylé 
buildings standing amid the millet fields, which we 
found in 1897, has grown up. a great compound of 
seventy-five acres with academies and higher schools, 
a theological seminary, and a beautiful home for the 
missionaries’ children, making it possible for the 
missionary families to be held together as they could 
not be in the old days, with hospital, industrial build- 
ings, and gardens and orchards, and all the equipment 
by which, in spite of its effort to keep its-work as sim- 
ply and purely evangelistic as possible, the missien 
has been drawn out to influence for good the whole 
life of the people. 

The annexation of Chosen to Japan, bringing with 
it so many and so great blessings in the government 
and development of the country, has brought with it 
also, and unite naturally, new problems regarding the 
mission work involving the adjustment of mission 
schools and religious propagandism to the regulations 
of the government on these subjects, corresponding in 
general to similar regulations in Japan. Such re- 
adjustments are not always easy but, approached in 
the right spirit on each side, they ought not to be 
difficult, and there is no reason whatever why they 
cannot be happily worked out in Chosen where the 
missions on their side have no aim but to teach the 
people a religion which makes men law-abiding and 
loyal, and to promote the process of national progress 
and racial unity, and where the government on its 
side welcomes the spread of true religion and is ready 
to give every liberty consistent with its aim of com- 
plete assimilation of the people. We are coming 
away from Chosen with a full confidence in the good 
faith and high purposes of the forces that are working 
for the betterment of the land. 

The overland journey from Seoul to Peking by way 
of Mukden which would have taken two or three 
months under the most favorable conditions in 1897, 
we are making now in three days of travel, and: that 
can be cut down two-thirds on the express train. We 
have added one day in order to stop over Sunday at 
Mukden with the missionaries of the Scotch and Irish 
Presbyterian Churches and see the great work that 
they are doing. 

Where the Boxers Left a Desert 

We have now, after a Sunday with Dr. Christie 
and his associates, a new faith in the resurrection. 
The Boxer uprising wiped out every last vestige of 
what the missionaries had built up in Mukden, but 
the living power by which God raised Christ from the 
dead has raised up out of the ashes of 1900 such a 
work of life as could only spring from death by the 
might of God. Hundreds of government students 
poured in to the great church on Sunday morning to 
hear the gospel, and over two hundred of them 
walked half a mile afterward to the after-meeting. A 
hundred medical students are coming to the medical 
college, which Dr. Christie has built up almost single- 
handed, and fifty thousand patients a year throng 
into the hospital. 

From the old capital of the Manchus, dirty, de- 
crepit, unchanging, we came out across a great, piti- 
ful area where one of China’s wandering rivers had 
left its old bed, and was roaming lawlessly across the 
country, spreading ruin over hundreds of square 
miles, With the mud piled deep over their farms, 
the people were warring with the stream to shut it 
back into servitude. All the rest of the day to Shan 
Hai Kuan we crossed broad plains like our own 
Northwest, with millet instead of corn, The train 
stopped for the night at Shan Hai Kuan, and we 
went out in the moonlight to the Great Wall of China, 
and walked along its battlements, and looked away 
at its dim outline crossing the plain and climbing the 
great hills. It possessed still the massive, solid 
grandeur of its past, but it lay there in the dim light 
crumbling away in decay and neglect, unrelated to 
the great movement and uses of humanity, rich in 
memory and stuff for human service, but dumb, un- 
lighted. What truer symbol of China could there be? 
It is day-time now, and the rich autumn sunshine is 
falling on the farmers gathering”in their: crops, and 
we see poor, huge China, like the wall, wandering in 
the half-light and no whither. 

New Yorx Ciry. 
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im school, church, store and shop, and home 


** DATHER early in the morning for a wedding, 
isn’t it?'’ asked a passer-by of the policeman 
on the corner. j 

‘¢ That isn’t a wedding, that's Billy Sunday’ s prayer- 
meeting !'’ was the reply. 

Up rolled the automobiles, and people were throng- 
ing into the capacious house, Three miles across the 
city was the huge pine building with its earthen floor 
and carpet of shavings, plain, unpainted, with its 
benches for thousands and its crude simplicity. To 
its platform Billy Sunday ascends as a monarch to his 
throne. Here he is master. Brooking not the slight- 
est interruption or disturbance, keenly sensitive to the 
faintest sound, he becomes autocratic that the thought- 
lessness or selfishness of one hearer may not be im- 
posed upon ten thousand. 

But this morning he is in one of ‘the most beautiful 
residences in the city. Amidst the four hundred and 
fifty friends who have gathered beneath its hospitable 
roof, he is a gracious and pleasing guest. The apostle 
Paul commended the virtue of adaptability in his 
declaration, ‘*1 am become all things to all men that 
by all means I might save some."’ Billy Sunday's 
sanctified common sense makes him the instinctive 
gentleman everywhere. Among those who have 
accepted an invitation to hear Mr. Sunday speak at 
this meeting are those who have not chosen to go to 
the tabernacle, and those who could not go if they 
would. Here and there a pair of crutches-or a wheel- 
chair with its pale-faced occupant, glad of such an 
opportunity, suggest the wide range-of a Sunday cam- 
paign and the careful exactness with which the appeal 
is Carried to every corner of the city. 

His subject, ‘‘ The Lost Word,’’ is presented with 
the literary skill of Henry van Dyke. For simplicity, 
directness, and charm the whole spirit of the hour 
overflows with emotion which could be aroused only 
by the sheer truth of the spoken word and the word 
spoken of Him who is truth, 


His Drawing-Room Critics 


The Thursday morning drawing-room meeting re- 
veals one of the most delightful phases of this many- 
sided man. One who knows Mr. Sunday can watch 
with actual amusement the transformation which takes 
place in the attitude and demeanor of the Thursday 
morning guest who comes to the house of his friend 
to pass judgment upon Billy Sunday. All unconscious 
of himself, that listener soon loses every trace of con- 
ventional restraint or criticism and merges into the 
impelling spirit of sympathy and affection which char- 
acterize these gatherings, and which make fast and 
true friends for Mr. Sunday and the cause so dear to 
his heart. 

‘* Religion in the home" is a favorite theme of 
Mr. Sunday's. He has demonstrated that the very 
rooms of a home can be made into a place of song 
and prayer and Scripture and messages of spiritual 
truth. In social gatherings throughout the city the 
constant subject of conversation is the Sunday cam- 
paign. People are now vying with one another in 
their praise of the whole enterprise. He may preach 
to 20,000 each day, but 200,000 are discussing the 
subjects of his sermons or some phase of the man and 
his message. 

The subject of boozeis being considered as never 
before. In a city with its hundreds of saloons and its 
record as a '* wide-open town,’’ there is room for such 
an arraignment of the liquor traffic as Billy Sunday 
presented in his now famous sermon, ‘‘ Booze, or Get 
on the Water Wagon.”’ One of the most generous 
and unconscious compliments which could be paid to 
him was the remark of one who heard him in that 
terrific tirade : ‘‘I don’t think he is any better on the 
temperance question than John B. Go’ugh was.”’ 
Which is a good deal like saying, ‘‘1 dont think he 
can write as well as Shakespeare.’’ When one hears 
Mr. Sunday, the great names in the field of oratory, 
the leaders among reformers, the strong preachers of 
the past century, and the unquestioned leaders of men 
must be summoned for comparison, if one is to lift a 
standard by which he can be adequately judged. 

‘* Well, have you heard Mr. Sunday ?’’ was asked 
of a street-car conductor. 

‘* Yes, he spoke to the boys at the car-barn at two 
o'clock in the morning."’ 


The Syracuse revive) reaching to the city’s heart,— 
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How Billy Sunday Met His Birthday. Surprise Party 


By the Rev. Albert C. Fulton 
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With car-barn meetings at two o’clock in the morn- 


at a wedding about the home where a gospel mes- 

sage is to be given,—Syracuse is getting a new idea 

of religion and is facing in a new way the claims 

of Jesus Christ. And Billy Sunday, at fifty-three, 
**is going stronger and faster than ever.’’ 








Two o'clock in the morning ! ‘* Two-o' clock-in-the 
morning-courage is rare," said Napoleon, ‘* Youcan 
say what you please, Billy Sunday has something that 
the average minister does not possess,’’ was an extract 
from a Pittsburgh letter. Perfectly true. This two- 
o' clock-in-the-morning business is one of them. 

William A. Sunday celebrated his fifty-third birth- 
day last week, There was a very merry time in the 
tabernacle that night, previous to the service. The 
choir gave him a gold pen. One of the churches sent 
him a big cake, which Rodeheaver handed up to him 
with its blazing candles. The Ministers’ Association 
presented him with a basket of roses, and were invited 
by Mrs. Sunday to a surprise party at the Sunday head- 
quarters at the close of the service. It was a surprise 
to no ‘one but its appointed victim, Mr. Sunday. 
Hearing the commotion in the lower hall, he de- 
scended the stairs in his long dressing gown and was 
captured before he could retrace his steps. Not since 
Andrew Jackson received the English ambassador in 
most informal attire has any one moved among his 
guests with more unconscious grace than Billy Sunday 
displayed when a hundred people broke in upon his 
relaxation and refused to allow him to “dress up”’ 
for the occasion. 

The sixth week of the campaign is drawing to a 
close. Syracuse has been transformed. It may not 
be discernible from the windows of the Empire State 
Express as it rolls slowly down one of the main streets, 
but it would be impossible for a visitor to spend 
twenty-four hours in the city without becoming con- 
scious that Syracuse was under the spell of an unusual 
power. The pulse of the community cannot be de- 
tected from a car-window, but is felt In school, church, 
store and shop, and home. These are the heart of 
the city, and as a city thinks in its heart so is it. The 
meetings have been held with an attendance of 707,- 
500. For a city of 150,000 population this represents 
an inevitable result. People have come again and 
again under the instruction of Mr. Sunday and within 
the atmosphere of the tabernacle. They have listened 
to the sharp contrasts which he draws between the 
Christian and the un-Christian life, and they have 
said, ‘‘as for me and my house we will serve the 
Lord."" They have been compelled to think. Into 
every phase of city life they have returned with 
strengthened convictions, . 


“* The Only Man on the Job” 

The tabernacle meetings report 11,977 conversions, 
The churches have already received hundreds of new 
members, and that which is even more to their ad- 
vantage, they have experienced the awakening of 
former members to new life. The ministers are 
placing great store in the names of the ‘‘trail-hitters,”’ 
(This name is becoming legitimate in formal church 
circles. Were not the words ‘ Christian’’ and 
** Methodist’’ once words of derision ?) There is every 
indication of a rich harvest. 

Yesterday Mr. Sunday preached to 25,000 women. 
The records of modern church history do not reveal 
the name of anv reformer, minister, or evangelist who 
has even attempted what Billy Sunday is accomplish- 
ing in this vitally important field. In announcing the 
meeting the previous day he said: ‘‘If any of you 
men come sneaking around you'll get pinched. Even 
Rody can’t come. I’m the only man on the job.”’ 
That he is ‘‘on the job’’ may be gained from the 
report of the meeting. ‘‘ More than 13,000 women 
listened spellbound while Sunday for the second time 
in one day voiced his opinions of and gave advice to 
women, and mapped out a plan whereby all women 
may be helped to tread the path of virtue,’’ So atten- 
tive, indeed, was the vast audience that when the 
meeting was done Mr. Sunday told the women that 


he had never before given the sermon to so quiet and 
responsive an audience, ‘‘In my opinion it has 
Philadelphia backed off the boards,’’ he said. 
Philadelphia and the great meetings there seem to 
stand in his mind as the most remarkable of his 
career, and it must be encouraging to him, aad to the 
cities that are now on his schedule, to be assured that 
this man, past his fifty-third milestone, is going 
stronger and faster than ever. 
’ Syracuse, N, Y. 


Behind the Scenes in the Schoolroom 
By a Syracuse High-School Teacher 


YRACUSE folks on their way to work at about 
quarter-past eight in the morning are surprised to 
see little groups of girls hastening into a down- 

town church. They are high school girls who have 
been so deeply impressed by the Sunday meetings 
that they gather at this early hour twice a week to 
get strength for the day’s work, and to pray especially 
for their comrades who have not yet ‘‘hit the trail.”’ 
Reverently they gather here, sometimes thirty, some- 
times sixty of them, and after a verse or two of one of 
the favorite tabernacle hymns, ‘‘Since Jesus came 
mto my heart,’’ they kneel and offer their simple, 
unaffected prayers. 

Billy Sunday has taught them to pray,—they have 
learned from him to speak naturally and easily to 
Jesus, as if he were present in person, as they seem 
indeed to feel him to be. 

‘*Dear Jesus,’’ prays a rollicking, fun-loving girl 
of sixteen, ‘‘ be very near to us to-day. If any of the 
things Mr. Sunday talked about Thursday night are 
troubling any of us, or keeping us away from you, 
please help us to see them in the right light, so that 
we may be willing to do whatever you may want us 
to.”’ 

Another asks, ‘‘O Jesus, help us to show by what- 
ever we may do in school to-day that we belong to 
you, and may the other boys and girls who have not 
found you wish to become Christians because they 
see you in our lives.”’ 

There was considerable excitement among one 
group of girls last week because a certain Freshman 
longed to go forward but did not dare because her 
mother, who, it goes without saying, was not a Chris- 
tian had forbidden her. The girl herself was miser- 
able, for she said, *‘I have given my heart to Jesus, 
but the Bible says we must confess him before men, 
and my mother will not let me.’’ 

The girls all prayed earnestly, not only for the other 
girl, but also for the parents ; then of a sudden came 
an inspiration. Why could she not take her stand in 
the next morning prayer-meeting ? 

‘There will be no opportunity,’’ she said. 

‘* We'll make an opportunity,’’ they replied. 

The next morning, after the season of prayer, the 
leader asked if there were any at that time who wished 
to make Jesus their Saviour. Then something unex- 
pected happened. Not only the girl for whom the 
invitation had been given arose, but another, who 
had only recently become interested in the meetings, 

Saturday night is Miss Miller's Bible class’ night, 
when the classes of the different high schools unite, 
have a study hour and a simple supper, and then go 
in a body to the tabernacle, where a section is reserved 
forthem. Here the rest of the audience enjoys hear- 
ing their songs and cheers. ‘* What's the matter with 
Sunday? He can fight! What's the matter with 
Rody? He’s all right,"’ to the tune of ‘‘ What's the 
matter with father ?’’ is a favorite, 

Not only are the girls rallying enthusiastically to 
the Bible classes, they are doing personal work, 
and effective personal work too. One meets them 
everywhere in the aisles, speaking to other young 
people, asking the question, ‘‘Are you a Chris- 
tian?’’ with a wimsomeness not found in some of 
the older workers. If the answer is ‘‘ Yes,"’ they 
ask, ‘‘Are you praying for some one?’’ and if the 
answer is ‘‘ No,”’ then they try to pledge the person 
to make out a prayer list and do personal work. 
Many are the young people they lead down for a re- 
consecration, for they say, ‘*I have been myself, and 
































LESSON FOR JAN. 9 (Acts 2. 1-13; 


it makes such a difference. I want you to have thie 
new joy in your heart, too."” 

. The a aa itself felt in the school- 

room, too, any are the algebra or Latin papers 
handed in with 2 Timothy 2:15 at the top, and the 
grade shows that the motto is being lived upto. Girls 
who were careless in their.work, who copied, or were 
inattentive in class, show the effect of a new motive, 
and many a teacher's life has been made easier by 
some girl who wears the green, blue, red, or orange 
ribbon of the Bible class. . 

The boys, too, are having their share, though per- 
haps not as big a share as the girls. There is no one 
in the Sunday party to take Miss Miller's place among 
the girls with them. Mr, Rodeheaver does his best, 
but with all his other work he cannot devote the time 
to the boys that Miss Miller is able to give the girls. 
He has, however, met the boys of all three high 
schools, speaking to each group separately about 
cigarette smoking and other evil tendencies found 
among high school boys. They are his ardent ad- 
mirers. ‘‘I tell you,’’ one young lad was heard to 
say, ‘* Rody knows music from A to Z.'' His good 
humor, his earnestness, and, above all, his boyish 
personality, ‘‘gets’’ them every time. 

In the tabernacle, on high school nights, they 
‘«Brighten the Corner’’ with a vim, and their yells 
ring out lustily. At one meeting, when the high 
schools had reservations, a young woman, one of the 
pastors’ assistants, was working during the after- 
meeting with a group of boys. ‘*Sure we're Chris- 
tiars,’’ they told her, and all attempts to get them to 
go forward failed. Just then a leader among them, a 
Christian fellow, came up. ‘* Come on, you fellows. 
It's time you took a stand for Christ’’; and up they 
got, instantly sober, and walked down the aisle. 

‘«Miss L——, I hit the trail Saturday night, and I 
want you to know that what I have been telling you 
about doing my algebra and leaving it home hasn't 
been true, but after this I mean to get my lesson, and 
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if for any reason I don't at any time I will let you 
know about it," This from a young man who had 
been a trial during the whole term. 


**You should have been at our debating society: 


party the other night, Miss A——. Way, we 
drowned the Victrola all out singing hymns.’’ 
**What did you sing?’’ ‘Oh, ‘ Brighten the Cor- 
ner,’ ‘De Brewer's Big Hosses,’ and ‘Since Jesus 
Came into My Heart,’ and all the rest of them. 
We' ve forgotten ‘ Tipperary’ since Sunday came to 
town."’ Indeed they have. ‘‘ Brighten the Corner’’ 
took immediatelyfso violently that it was almost a 
nuisance in the school in some instances, for it would 
crop out in the wrong place. I had to tell one boy 


who persisted in whistling it softly in class. that I. 


much preferred having him brighten a corner of his 
brains—they needed it. 

The campaign is the chief topic of interest in every 
gathering of high school students. Before school one 
hears it everywhere. ‘+ Billy Sunday says thus and 
so."" ‘Did you go last night? Wasn't it great 
where he said—'’ and soon. Many of them are en- 
thusiastic choir members, and revel in their nearness 
to the man they have come to love so well. Seated 
here on the platform they can take in all his little 
side remarks to Rody and Ma that are lost on the 
rest of the audience. Mr. Rodeheaver’s special mu- 
sical treats to the choir alone, delight them and win 
their admiration. They listen earnestly to his talks 
to the choir, and the prayérs with which he opens the 
song service, asking God to use their songs to bless, 
and to help lead many to Christ. In one after-meeting 
of the chorus, when the largest part of the crowd had 
left the building, numbers of them rese to ask prayer 
for their friends or members of their own families. 

So the great campaign goes on, gathering thou- 
sands into the kingdom, but of all those that come, 
are not these young people, who are the men and 
women of the future, the most important ? God grant 
that nothing may dim the vision they have caught ! 





Why the Soldiers Loved “ Little ’Arry ”’ 





Finding Christ in Europe’s inferno 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 





_ 





When the soldiers who have,just come out of the trenches to take a few days’ fur- 
lough in England, or to be carried to one of the hospitals, are met by Mr. and Mrs, 
Norton, and through them learn to know Christ, their hearts are drawn out to tell 


their new friends many intimate experiences of the trenches. 


stories grip the heart above all others. 


Two things in these 


One is the unexam pled horror of this war, 
which the soldiers cannot find words to describe. 


The other is the turning of thou- 


sands of thoughtless and irreligious men to a search after God, and the raising up of 
heroes of the Faith who are in the battle to win men for Christ. 


T THE Endell Street Military Hospital a soldie 
lad hailed us as we passed him, ‘Aren't your 
names Norton, and weren't you at St. Asaph's 

camp in north Wales about two weeks ago,'’ he asked. 
We replied in the affirmative, and he told us shyly, as 
a soldier speaks of the things of his inner life, that he 
was one of the many who that memorable night of our 
service with them came forward to acknowledge Christ. 

It was at another hospital where, going back a sec- 
ond time to see a lad who had made his great decision 
the day before, he said to my husband, his beaming 
face giving evidence to his words, **Sir, I have never 
known such joy as I have had since I put my trust in 
Christ.’’ 

Another man, a Scotchman, in the same hospital 
could not be brought to a decision, but only replied to 
the plea, -*Oh, sir, I dinna ken.’’ As my husband 
turned to go the poor fellow clung to his hand, saying, 
**Ye'll come back to see me again, wull ye not?’’ 


What the Sergeant Learned 


In still another hospital, a sergeant to whom we 
spoke, said, ‘‘Yes, but I am so unworthy.’” When 
at length he found that his unworthiness only com- 
mended him to God, and he had taken the Gift so 
freely offered him, he exclaimed, ‘Sir, I have learned 
more this afternoon than I ever knew before in all my 
life.*’ 

It was at this same hospital, King’s College Hos- 
pital, with a thousand wounded soldiers under its roof, 
and provision being made to accommodate a thousand 
more, that in one of the wards I met William Cham- 
bers. A great shell wound had destroyed the come- 
liness of his face, and left its mark upon his heart. 
. As I told him what it meant to be a Christian, he said 
tome, ‘* We had a chap like that in the trenches ; he 
used to hold little meetings for us and we all respected 


him and mourned when he was killed.’* And as he 
spoke to me of this missionary of the trenches, he 
seemed to sense the contrast of that life to his own, 
and when the question was put to him, if as he returned 
to the battle front he would not like his life to be like 
that of this fallen child of God, he was ready at once 
to declare his acceptance of the Saviour. 

Many are the interesting things these men tell us. 
On asking one young fellow if he had settled this mat- 
ter he told us that he had, and under unusual circum- 
stances. Buried to his waist in the trench, amidst 
bursting shells to which he was fully exposed, he gave 
his heart to Christ, and during the twelve hours that 
elapsed before his rescue he prayed without ceasing 
for deliverance, and you could never make him believe 
that his rescue was not a direct answer to that prayer. 
Another soldier who had been through the awful bat- 
tles of La Bassee, Neuve Chappelle, Hill 60, and St, 
Julian told us that after an awful experience at La 
Bassee, he handed over his life to Christ, ‘* And you 
see,”’ he added, ‘‘he brought me out of that inferno 
alive.’’ The men can find no words strong enough to 
depict the horrors of this war, and not one but many 
soldiers have told me that there was never a time in 
the trenches that some one was not on his knees in 
prayer. 

But the sweetest story I have yet heard was the story 
of little Harry Whitewood, told me by a man of his 
company, now lying wounded in a London hospital. 
And I want to pass it on, because of the great blessing 
it brought to my own soul. I had presented a Testament 
to the soldier who, as he told me, had been wounded 
while in service in the Dardanelles ; he was a Chris- 
tian, but not of the order of the one of whom he told 
me.. My speaking to him of Christ had brought to 


..his mind and then to his lips this story of one who 


was truly a saint as well as a hero of the trenches., 
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Harry Whitewood, «‘the little chap,'’ as the soldier 
affectionately called him, was only a private soldier, 
and not much more than a boy in years, but he left 
his impress upon every nfan in his company. The 
soldier told me with a tender light in his eyes how 
the men would pass the word along, ‘‘' Ere comes lit- 
tle Arry.’’ Always with a cheery word for his mates, 
and if some one grumbled a ‘* Never mind, mates, it 
won't be so bad to-morrow,'* and that in the face of 
intolerable conditions. He was never seen to be 
angry or known to speak an unkind word of any one, 
and if a profane word was uttered in his presence, his 
finger to his lips, and a shake of the head was more of 
a rebuke than a spoken word would have been. When- 
ever his duties permitted he would hold a meeting in 
his dugout, this slip of a youth, He would read a lit- 
tle Scripture, sing some hymns, then lead in a simple 
prayer for guidance and help. 

Far from scoffing, or persecuting the lad, the men 
all came to love him, and to be greatly influenced by 
him. He used to sing almost constantly in the 
trenches, and his favorite hymns were ‘* Lead, kindly 
light,"’ and ** Abide with me,"’ 

One day the word was passed from man to man 
that he had been shot, and it proved true. A Ger- 
man bullet had found its way into his dugout, killing 
him instantly. The soldier said, ‘* We just couldn't 
believe that it was true, but when we found there was 
no mistake about it, to a man we all broke down and 
cried. And,'’ he finished, ‘‘we took him out after 
sundown, and buried him with our own hands."' 


Pierre in a Violent Bombardment 

‘The streets of London continue to present a fruitful 
and varied field for the giving away of ‘Testaments 
and Gospels to soldiers, In one morning Mr. Norton 
presented the little books to French and Belgian 
soldiers, as well as to men from Australia, New Zea- 
land, Canada, and to some native Maori soldiers. 

To those of you who have read of Peter and Pierre, 
who are distributing the little Gospels in the Belgian 
trenches to their comrades, the following letters re- 
ceived from them wili be of interest. Pierre writes 
the ninth of September ; 


Iam going to my rest in two days, and I am well 
content, because that we have suffered much the last 
few days from violent bombardment in this place. 
There have been bombs, grenades, shrapnel, obus; 
in short, all that one employs in the war the Germans 
have hurled at our trenches, as well as firing on us 
with the Mitrailleuses, But, thanks to God, J am 
escaped without wounds, except that my coat is torn 
and my right hand covered with little scratches. In 
short, I am able to greatly thank our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who has safeguarded me in 
such a violent bombardment, 


In a later letter he tells us that he is still giving 
away the little Gospels, and that the men read them 
‘‘avidly,’’ and that he expects ‘‘to see fruit from this 
reading of the Word.”’ 

From Peter, too, comes a wonderfully encouraging 
and stimulating letter written September 18 : 


Allow me first of all to thank you for your kind- 
ness in sending me §00 little Gospels. I will let you 
know as soon as I have received them, as the parcels 
post doesn’t deliver them as soon as letters; also the 
men here are so in need of thé little Gospels, they 
are longing for them. My dear Reverend, those 500 
booklets will just be sufficient, I think, for one com- 
pany. I will tell you why. If I give one Gospel to 
a man, after reading it, he wants another, but a differ- 
ent one, so I give them the four little Gospels, and 
that makes that I can help 125 men with those 500 
booklets ; now there are 250 men in the company, so 
the 125 hand the booklets over to their comrades, and 
every one of them will be contented. 

My company now is provided with booklets, and 
with that 500 you have now sent me I'll provide an- 
other company (the First of my battalion), and [ 
hope you'll provide me with more booklets for the 
two other companies of my battalion, too. Then my 
whole battalion will have had the good luck of read- 
ing and possessing them. I'll write you often, and 
tell you how the men like the books you send for 
them, and you'll excuse me, dear Reverend, that 
after having distributed these 500 I will write you 
for the other soldiers who have nothing which re- 
minds them of Jesus Christ. 

You spoke to me about Pierre de. Wallens; as he is 
in the other regiment I cannot meet him, for they 
are always in the trenches when we are out, and we 
are in when they are out to take a few days’ rest. 
So I will write to him and ask him if he will look 
after the First Regiment. I will care for the Second, 
and so every one will be glad to have your booklets. 
My dear Reverend, when you will kindly send later 
on some more booklets, will you please send also 
one-fifth part in French language, for I should like 
to help the French-speaking meu also. 

Do not think that after giving the booklets I think 
my duty is finished; no, it would be too easy, and I 
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know that just the same as we are fighting fora 
good cause, I am now helping a bit to the best cause 
on earth; that is, the cause of our Lord and Saviour 
ae Christ. Many thanks for your both praying 
or me, and please thank sincerely your American 
friends who are doing the same. Believe me, dear 
Reverend, that I do pray for you and your wife that 
God may bless you both and all the kind American 
hearts who are giving me a chance to save age’ | of 
souls of men, and show them before they are killed 
the right pathway to the only place where there is 
always peace and true happiness. 


In a second letter this Flemish ‘‘ Apostle of the 
trenches"’ asks that we would send him some religious 
books, and says that we would make him glad with 
them, and adds, ‘‘ You can make me learn about the 
Gospel more, and explain to the comrades and win 
souls.’ We were so glad that we had some of the col- 
portage books, kindly furnished us by the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, to seud him, than which we know 
of nothing better for his strengthening and upbuilding. 

Our latest recruit to this work of Gospel distribu- 
tion in the Belgian army is a little soldier lad of but 
seventeen years, also Flemish, by the name of Joseph 
Hermans. He also was met through the gift of a 
Gospel while here on leave, and has gone back to his 
mates to help spread the good word. He is a veteran 
of the war, being through it from the beginning, and 
bearing three wounds received on the field of battle. 
We have heard from him since he returned to the 
front, and he, too, is writing for more books. He 
says naively : 


Oh, I was very pleased. I have no more Gospels. 
Every Belgian soldier believes in God, and wants 
such a book. But I have not enough! This morn- 
ing 1 gave in the trenches the 4o remaining, and 
well, 200 Belgian and French came to me to ask me. 
If you please, send me too French and 100 Flemish 
Gospels for these men. 


His plea has not gone unheeded, and the little 
books so earnestly desired have gone forward. 

And I think Joseph knew they would come, for he 
wrote at the top of his letter ; ‘‘ Thanks Beforehand.”’ 

May we thank you readers of The Sunday School 
Times, who are having a share in this great work ; 
and for what you will do in the future, may we use 
Joseph's own words, ‘‘ Thanks. Beforehand."’ 


Joséeph is the young apostle of the trenches whose picture 
was given with Mr. and Mrs. Norton on the cover of the 
Christmas Number of The Sunday School Times. In that 
issue his ‘‘ Thanks Beforehand,'’ which closes this arti- 
cle, was also published. All the money contributed by 
Sunday School Times readers to the British and French 
Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign, conducted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Norton, is used to purchase the little Testaments 
(at cost price) which are distributed personally to the 
soldiers in England and France. Mr. Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, 1091 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, is treasurer 
of the Campaign. 
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Where Is the Trouble ? 
By Fred B. Smith 


BOUT five years ago I chanced to drop into the 
rear pew of a church in Brooklyn at a ** Watch 
Night"’ service, and I fell into conversation 

with a fine-looking young fellow. He told me he had 
at one time professed to be a Christian, but had en- 
tirely drifted away, Upon a closer confidential talk 
he revealed the root of the trouble in a dual life he 
was leading. Married to a lovely girl whom he 
claimed to love supremely, he had at that time one 
child, a little girl; but he was living in constant sin 
with another. He held a good position as the physi- 
cal director of a public educational institution. 

1 used every effort to persuade him of the inevitable 
result of such a course if persisted in ; but to no avail. 
He insisted that he was only following the way of the 
world, and that he expected after a while to settle 
down to more circumspect living. I took his name, 
and once or twice later tried to bring some added in- 
fluence to bear upon him, but without result. 

A little more than two years passed, when I noticed 
in one of the morning papers a hysterical indictment 
of the social and economic conditions of Brooklyn, 
based upon the fact that a poor man had tramped the 
streets all day hunting for work, and finally, late at 
night, tired, hungry, discouraged, and seemingly de- 
feated, had returned to his tenement home where 
were his wife and two children, had locked the door, 
turned on the gas, murdered his family, and then 
committed suicide. He had left a note charging his 
trouble to unjust social conditions. 

I was shocked to read the name of the very man 
with whom I had talked at the meeting. 

] investigated it, and learned that he had fallen a 
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victim of the kindred evils, drink and gambling, and 
had lost one position after another till he was so thor- 
oughly discredited that every door of opportunity was 
closed to his appeal. 

The sensational paper, playing upon the surface, 
said that his whole defeat was occasioned by the so- 
cial disorder of the times. No one doubts that the 


‘DECEMBER 25, 1915 


present order needs to be remedied radically in many 
respects. But this and ten thousand like incidents 
give proof that tinkering with the social conditions 
upon the most altruistic basis is mere folly if indi- 
vidual sin is to be condoned and individual regenera- 
tion be neglected. 

New York City. 
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When Bible memorizing becomes as much 
institution es the delly porridge >» 





The Bible Success Band Invades India 


By George T. B. Davis 








Over 10,000 copies of the 1915 Bible Success Band booklet were sold last year to 
Sunday School Times readers. As this plan for Bible memorizing is usGally a family 
affair, probably many thousands in addition to the ten have enjoyed the blessings 
and success of American members of the band. Mr. Davis tells how the movement 
is spreading, and how the rich and poor are finding the plan an indispensable delight. 


The 1916 booklets, which are described by Mr. Davis, should be ordered at once, as it will 


ot be 


ssible to fill orders after the present stock is exha 





may be had 


rom The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, at 10 cents each in 


—- of ten or more, or at 15 cents for a single copy. 
ay with the verse for that day. A message from Mr. E. A. R. Davis, the 


Memorizing ros | begin on any 
‘o 


under of the 


Band, is given on the Open Letter page in this week's issue 


Pag ago King David sang of the delight and 
blessing of hiding God's Word in his heart that 
he might be kept from sin. Eight years ago in 
Birmingham, England, a godly woman started a move- 
ment for methodically memorizing Scripture. The 
plan was to learn one verse daily, and review the 
verses committed to memory, until entire psalms 
and chapters were memorized and ‘‘ made an endur- 
ing possession.’’ 

This movement, the Bible Success Band, which 
began in a simple manner, has through God's blessing 
spread to various lands around the world and has be- 
come a rich means of grace to tens of thousands. 

The wife of¥a Scottish peer recently told the founder 
ofthe ‘movement that she and four of~her children 
who are members of the Band, learn the verses dur- 
ing the week and review them on the Lord's Day. . 

The Rev. H. W. Myers, a missionary to’ Japan, 
who’ is promoting the movement in that country, 
writes: ‘‘In our own home a review of the verses 
memorized is a regular feature of our morning wor- 
ship. I feel that we could not dispense with it.'’ 

Mr. W. J. Tunley, a business man of Australia 
who, with his family, have been memorizing the Band 
verses for the past six years, said: ‘‘ The daily verse 
has become as much of an institution as the daily 
porridge.’’ 

A Scottish minister writes: ‘‘If we could only get 
all professed Christians to follow out the conditions of 
the Band it would make a great difference to our na- 
tional life and character."’ 

The Bible Success Band plan of daily memorizing 
God’s Word has not only proved a blessing to thou- 
sands in Great Britain, America, and Australasia, but 
also to multitudes in- missionary lands. Two years 
ago the Rev. Alexander Paul, writing from Wuhu, 
China, said: ‘* The work of the Band this year has 
far exceeded aur expectation. We have sent out about 
10,000 booklets, and we will have to send out a good 
many more next year. We have had no movement 
in China that has taken such a grip upon the Chris- 
tians throughout the country.’’ For the past five 
years the Band has also been a source of blessing 
and inspiration to thousands in Japan and Korea. 

Recently the movement has been inaugurated in 
India, through the enthusiastic efforts of Dr. Margaret 
MacKellar, of Neemuch, Central India. Having be- 
come interested in the Bible Success Band through a 
friend in Canada, Dr. MacKellar writes : 


‘*Many thanks for sending the twenty-five copies 
of the Bible Success Band booklet. I think you will 
be interested to know what I did with them. Here 
in our own mission we have a workers’ prayer-meet- 
ing every morning, except Sunday, at 6.30 A. M., in 
thechurch. We sing a hymn, and then several lead 
in prayer for the various mission work to be done 
during the ~~ You can imagine that in such suit~- 
able soil the Bible Success Band found root. The 
leader in taking up the Bible in her hands joins with 
all present in repeating in unison Joshua 1: 8 (the 
Motto Verse of the Band), and just before the season 
for prayer we repeat in the same way the Scripture 
verse for the day. To-day’s verse, as you know, is 
John 3 : 16, the one which we missionaries use oftener 
than anyother. Twenty-one of the booklets I mailed 
to as many editors of Christian papers published in 
various og for example, English, Marathi, 
Telugu, Hindi, Persian Udu, ‘Tamil, Gujerati, Kam- 
arise, Bengali, and Malayan. Kindly send me one 
hundred copies of the booklet for 1916 just as seon 


as it is ready, so that I may keep my promise to the 
editors of the above mentioned papers.” 

Each year the Bible Success Band issues a special 
booklet of reference to Scripture verses to be memor- 
ized during the ensuing twelve months, The book- 
let also contains messages trom -well-known Christian 
leaders on the value of Bible memorizing. 

The new booklets for 1916 are now ready, and are 
probably the most beautiful in appearance which 
have yet been issued. The cover, executed by Miss 
E. Hope Lucas, is a real work of art. It.is litho- 
graphed in full color and gold dfter the style of the 
old missals, The new messages in the 1916 booklet 
on committing God's Word to memory are full of 
inspiration, and are contributed by the Right. Hon. 
Lord Bryce, Principal Alexander Whyte, D. D., Preb- 
endary Webb Peploe, Professor James: Stalker, and 
Dr. Fe B, Meyer, in addition to. messages: that were 
also in the 1915 booklet, from Dr. .J.: Wilbur Chap- 
man, Charles. M. Alexander, Dr, Jamés.M. Gray, and 
Charles G, Trumbull. An added feature of great 
interest is the copy of the photograph of each of these 
writers that accompanies his article. 

Dr. Meyer's original and practical message on 
‘The Palimpsest of Memory’’ was reprinted, with 
some omissions, in The Sunday School Times of . No- 
vember 27. One of its striking sentences is : ‘‘ Noth. 
ing, in view of the indestructibility of memory, is more 
important than to fill the mind with the words of 
Scripture, especially in early life.’’ 

Let me give one or two sentences from the other 
messages in the new booklet, Lord Bryce says: ‘I 
wish well to your plan for inducing people to fix in 
their memory impressive passages from the Bible. 
To remember such words will be @ delight to them 
through life.”’ 

Prebendary Webb-Peploe declares : «: If we cannot 
do more let us do what we can, and learn at least 
one verse of the Bible day by day, and pack as many 
of them as possible into brain and heart.’’ 

Principal Whyte pictures the Child Jesus memoriz- 
ing Scripture at his mother’s knee, and says: * Let 
every Christian mother among us be like Mary, and 
let every Christian child be like Jesus, till all their 
hearts shall burn in their bosoms in a holy flame of 
love and adoration to him whom I will here call the 
Head and Leader of the Bible Success Band.”’ 

Professor James Stalker shows how Christ used 
Scripture in overcoming the Tempter, and says: 
‘*One who has not learnt the Scriptures by heart is 
like a soldier attacked before he has got his armor 
on ; but he who has a weéll filled quiver can fit the 
arrow to the string on every occasion, and send it 
straight to the mark, in imitation of the Author and 
Finisher of our faith."’ 

Will not the readers of this paper pray earnestly for 
the spread of this movement throughout Christian and 
missionary lands, so that speedily not merely tens of 
thousands, but millions of people of all ages, and 
races, and colors may know the joy and blessedness 
of daily memorizing the Word, which truly becomes 
‘‘an enduring possession,’’ and ‘‘a delight through 
life."’ Christian workers and Sunday-school teachers 
can assist materially in the task of spreading the 
movement by sending the booklets to friends, and by 
presenting them to Sunday-school scholars. The list 
of verses offers a daily feast for the coming year, 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 


LESSON FOR. JAN. 9 (Acts 2: 1-13) 







Abram’s Ur of the Chaldees found to be © 
quite up-to-date in some things 


LITTLE while ago I saw a horseshoe nailed up 


against a house—for : good | 

the person who lived in the-house would merely 
say, ‘‘Oh, yes, but I am not superstitious ; I just put 
it there !"" 

l-also read that in the old dynasty of Ur of the 
Chaldees, ‘some five hundred years before the time of 
Abraham, they made tablets with spikes in the 
back-of them in order to make them stick in the mud 
walls of houses. These tablets contain some mag- 
ical-formula as a charm for warding off evil spirits 
- from the houses, Some of these tablets have been 
discovered. This is very interesting, but perha 
these tablets, when stuck up on the houses, did 
not mean any more and also not any less than horse- 
shoes in the same place to-day in this modern world 
of ours. Or rather, it might be better put this way : 
that some people in this enlightened age and in 
Christian lands are no better in this respect than the 
heathen out from whom God called Abraham in order 
that He might reveal himselt-to the world. 
E. F. Weidner. Or. Lit. XVII,-1914, cols. 304-308. 
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A 15 to 1 Gold Standard 


ROFESSOR POEBEL has found a tablet, also 
from the dynasty of Ur of the Chaldees, in 
which the ratio between the worth of gold and 

that of silver is stated as 15 to 1, a statement that 
-sounds like a faraway echo of a near-by controversy 
in America. Another tablet of the time of Hammu- 
rabi gives the ratio as 3 to 1. This, Professor Poebel 
thinks, was alloyed gold, but it may not have been 
so;. The ratio -has.varied ¢normously. ».There have 
been times and ‘places at which: silver was more valu- 
able than gold, as in Arabia and among. the early 
German tribes: There were times in the history of 
Egypt when silver, which. the Egyptians called 
‘«white gold,’” was very highly esteemed, perhaps 
sometimes equal to gold. On the other hand, all the 
drinking vessels of Solomon were of ‘‘ pure gold,”’ 
‘*none were of silver ; it was nothing accounted of 
in the days of Solomon.’" ‘And the king made 
silver to be in Jerusalem as stones.’” Thus we are 
reminded that the world’s problems, like human 
nature itself, are much the same the world over and 
throughout the ages. 

Professor Poebel. Or. Lit. XVII,. 1914, cols. 241-245. 
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What the Painted Tombs Tell 


HE painted tombs at Marissa, about half way from 
Jerusalem to Gaza, discovered by Dr. Peters and 
_Dr. Thiersch in 1902, aroused much interest. 
Repeated efforts have been made since then to find 
similar tombs in thesame neighborhood. The search 
has been only partly successful. Some tombs have 
been-found, but they have uniformly been inferior in 
character and importance. 

The most recent, and perhaps the most important, 
of these later discoveries has been made by Warren J. 
Moulton of Bangor Theological Seminary. The par- 
ticulars of the description of this tomb hardly merit 
recital here. The whole collection of tombs in this 
vicinity gains its chief importance from the light 
thrown upon the civilization of Palestine in the period 
between the close of the Old Testament and the be- 
ginning of the New, upon which every light, however 
little, is most welcome. This group of tombs seems 
to cover about a full century from 200 B.C. to 100 
B.C. They are the burial-places of a Greek settle- 
ment in Palestine, ‘‘doubtless planted during the 
time that Egypt was dominant in Palestine.’’ As the 
care for the dead is, the world over, an index of the 
civilization of the living, these tombs give evidence 
that the land of Palestine, after the return of the Jews 
from captivity, came up again from its low state to a 
civilization probably equal in character to that of the 
world round about, but necessarily enjoyed on a less 
expensive scale. 

Warren J. Moulton, American Journal of Archeology, 
1915, pp. 63-70, 
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Archeology’ 'S Good Luck Horseshoes en? Other Finds | 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





** Evolution “’ gets many a sore blow from the ar- 
cheologist’s spade. Not the least interesting feature 
of the discoveries reported month by month by Dr. 
Kyle is the. startling way in which very modern 
ideas, and high race ‘‘ development,”” pop up out 
of the ground that hides the secrets of past ages. 








Was There Evolation Here ? 


RECENT notable work on the ‘‘ Development of 
Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt,’’ by 
Professor Breasted, was a masterly discussion 

of the materials available for such a work. While 
acknowledging its excellent character, the profound 
knowledge of the Egyptian people displayed in it, 
and the scientific method employed, it is necessary, 
at least for some people, to demur to the thorough- 
going evolutionary theory of the development of hu- 
man life which runs through the book, as not being 
in accord with the facts of human history in general, 
nor of the history of Egypt in particular. 

There come to hand now some notes on portrait 
statues from Egypt, with accompanying illustrations, 
by Professor Petrie, of intense interest in this connec- 
tion. ‘They are the more interesting and of greater 
value because they are not presented in any discus- 
sion of the evolutionary theory of development of 
civilization in Egypt or anywhere else in the world. 
An attempt to discuss this subject in a philosophical 
way. would be dry, and might not be understood by 
all, but these portrait statues even a child would be 
able to understand ata glance. - Indeed, children seem 
to- understand faces by intuition better than older 
people by careful study. 

_These portraits show more clearly than pages 
of discussion how absolutely futile is any theory of 
evolutionary development of human life that demands 
a gradual development and regular progress from the 
lowest character in the early period to the highest in 
later times, in Egypt or anywhere else, a theory that 
purports to find men but little above the brutes, and 
to trace their evolution up to the highest place among 
men. 

The statue of Ranefer is of the fifth dynasty,the 
pyramid age. The other statue is of an officer of the 
eighteenth dynasty. It would be easy to say that 
these portraits merely show two individuals, and that 
the, characteristics are individual. But the point 
made by the distinguished Egyptologist is that he has 
selected these two bécause of the remarkable way in 
which they illustrate the differences between the 
Egyptians of the pyramid age and those of the im- 
perial age of the teenth dynasty. That is to say, 
these are types. Surely no Egyptologist would deny 
that they are so. 

In the development of human character, the virile, 
energetic, noble Ranefer of the fifth dynasty presents 
at a glance, to the most inexperienced observer, an 
incomparably higher type of human life than the soft, 
weak, indecisive character of this officer of the eigh- 
teenth dynasty. It is comparatively easy for those 
who wish to-hold the evolutionary theory of the de- 
velopment of life and civilization to make selection of 
materials and arrange reconstruction of historical docu- 
ments in accord with that theory and still be unsus- 
pectingly sincere, but these statues are instantly fatal 
to the theory in this case, 

Exactly the same thing is shown by a comparison 
of the people of Palestine to-day with portraits of 
Amorites of the days of Joshua or before that time, 
though the portraits are not sufficient in number to 
make the comparison so conclusive. 

These Egyptian statues very much strengthen the 
conviction of those who do not accept the evolutionary 
theory for the development of human life and civiliza- 
tion, that, if the number of statues and pictures from 
Bible lands cf Bibl¢g times were sufficient in number, 
they would bear similar testimony, not of a race com- 
ing up from the beasts and only attaining full human 
development at a late period, but of a race made in 
the image of God in the beginning and debased by 
sin, now rising higher under good influences, now 
sinking lower under debasing conditions. 

Professor Petrie, Ancient Egypt, 1914, p. 192. 
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Things That Cannot Be Saved 


FTER the Jews’ manner of purifying’’ (John 
2:6). ‘The arrangements for these ceremo- 
nial purifications were very punctilious, some- 

times very elaborate, and not to be neglected on any 
account. The minute and detailed directions for such 
ceremonial. cleansings are discussed by the learned 
Edersheim in his Life of Christ, who gives rabbinical 
references to the original ancient. sources of such in- 
formation for the benefit of those who are sufficiently 

interested in archeological lore to consult them. ‘ 

The spectacle of these purifications as practised in 
the East now is Scldilanel only to excite amusement, 
pity, and perhaps contempt. I stood one day at the 
chief wailing-place by the old wall in the Tyropoean 
Valley in Jerusalem and looked upon the sorrows of 
the Jews and upon their ceremonies. At the corner 
by the wall, as one entered that street, stood a tin 
can of water. As each one came up he took a little 
cup and, taking of the water, poured a spoonful or 
two on one dirty hand, gave it a little rub with the 
other hand, shook the water oft and was ceremonialiy 
clean! Alas! only ceremonially. It is not likely 
that Jewish human gature in that land has changed 
much in the intervening centuries since the days of 
Christ or the time of the ancient rabbins, or that the 
ceremonial cleansings were much more serious then 
than now. 

By appropriating the ‘‘six water pots of stone'’ set 
there after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 
and putting them to some good use, Jesus gives a 
silent, unobtrusive rebuke to the senseless practise. 
Whether or not they took the hint and omitted these 
washings for the remainder of the feast and at its close, 
or whether they provided other pots for the washings 
we do not know. If they did not take that hint, there 
is one that we, at least, ought not to miss. -Jesus 
ordered a fresh filling of the jars. That, physically, 
Jesus could make wine out of the dirty water in which 
they had dabbled for their purifications is not to be 
doubted; that morally he could make such use of the 
water so contaminated by their superstitions is an- 
other matter, There are many things in this world 
which the grace of God cannot save, but which must 
be discarded altogether. Christians must give upthe 
notion that they can reform all their evil habits and 
associations, so still hold on to them. We must come 
out and be ‘‘ separate,’’ and some things must be left 
behind. 

“ 


The Common People’s Chronology 


HE synchronistic method of chronology, which 
has been fully set forth in the series of articles 
on chronology in this department of the Times, 

admitted of many variations. Obviously it is a 
method whose fundamental principle might afford 
endless variety of application. Any striking natural 
or political event might be seized upon as a point of 
comparison with which to take note of other events. 
This is a natural, and so a universal, method with 
the common people in all countries, especially if they 
have little education. Who has not heard such peo- 
ple say, ‘‘ It was the spring I had the rheumatism "’ ? 
or, ‘* the day the roof blew off the barn’’ ? or, «‘ while 
they where cutting the street past our house'’? In- 
deed, do not all people resort to such methods of 
chronology at times? It is the natural method also 
of childhood. The little ones date events by ‘the day 
of the picnic,’’ or, ‘*when you bought my new hat."’ 

Now this natural method of chronology not only is 
plainly discernible in the Bible, as ‘‘the year of the 
earthquake,’’ or, ‘‘when David brought up the ark 
from the heuse of Obed-edom,’’ but it was equally 
employed on both sides of the promised land, in 
Egypt and Babylonia, where more mathematical 
methods were also in use. Thus in the time of Bur 
Sin of Babylonia there was a document dated in the 
‘*year in which he destroyed the city of Shashru'’ 
(Schaffer). So also on the Palermo stone, annals of 
the first five dynasties of Egypt, preserved in the 
museum at Palermo, the various years of each dy- 
nasty are recorded simply by the chief event or events 

Professor P. E. Newberry and G. A. Wainright. An- 
cient Egypt, 1914, Part IV, pp. 148-153. 
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How Dean Gray Learned to Know the Bible 





Some, after reading their Sunday School Times, pass it on to others. 
Some cut it up for filing. Others keep each copy and bind together 
the complete file with the index at the close of the year. Those who 
keep a complete file of the 1916 papers will have a wealth of excep- 
tional Bible study helps on one of the richest portions of God’s Word. 
The lesson ‘‘side-lights’’ described on this page give a glimpse of 
a portion of the special Bible study articles that are planned. 


The editorial pages will seek more and more to make clear the 
Bible teachings on the Spirit-filled life,——-‘‘ the Life that wins,’’—and 
how it may be experienced day by day. And the 1916 volume will 
be alive with the unparalleled world happenings of this crucial year. 
Do not discard your Times—and do not cease to pass it on in every 


Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
has done perhaps more than any other man in America to lead 
people into the new riches of mastering entire books of the Bible. 
This method of Bible study revolutionized Dr. Gray’s own life. It 
can revolutionize yours. Dr. Gray has told the story of his personal 
experience with this new method of Bible study in his little book, 
‘*How to Master the English Bible.’’ The Sunday School Times 
has arranged to have Dean Gray write an article on each of the New 
Testament books that will be studied in the 1916 lessons,—a study 
that will apply this method of mastering the Word to each particular 
book. Dr. Gray’s whole book studies will include the following, of 
which the article on Acts appeared in last week’s issue : 


Acts, Second Corinthians, First Thessalonians, 
Romans, Galatians, Hebrews, 
First Corinthians, Philippians, Revelation. 


What Do We Mean by the Atonement? 


All Satan’s great lies center about his lie regarding the Atonement. 
Few errors to-day are more subtle or dangerous than certain modern 
ideas of what the Atonement means. Yet the errors are not modern, 
but are very old. A popular modern teaching of the Atonement is 
that the life of Jesus was more important than his death, and that 
the Cross is chiefly important as an expression of God’s love, show- 
ing that Christ was willing to go even unto death to make manifest 
the love of the Father. ‘This is an utterly inadequate view of what 
the Atonement means. ' 


Why Paul’s Spectacular Conversion? 


People sometimes think it was ‘unfair’ for God to give Saul 
such an extraordinary and unique call to accept Christ, Why 
should God do it? Will it ever be done again ? 


Have Paul’s Words 
Equal Authority © 
With Christ’s? 

‘¢ Back to Christ !’’ is a frequent 


cry to-day of those who believe 
that too much weight is being at- 


possible way. One plan is suggested on this page. 


What Did the Bible Miracles Mean? 


Do such miracles occur to-day? If at all, why not oftener in the life 
of the present church? Were they intended to prove Christ’s deity, 
to win men to God? Why are they more numerous in certain parts 
of the Bible history than in others ? 


Is a Brotherhood of Man Possible ? 


The phrase ‘‘the universal brotherhood of man’’ is a fallacy and a 
fetish, Why? Has it any true meaning? 


Is a Bodily Resurrection Important? 


If our spirits are eternally saved, what difference would it make if we 
never had our bodies again? Why could not Christ have risen spir- 
itually and done all that he is doing without a bodily resurrection? 
Why is Paul so insistent on theresurrection of the body? 


What it Meant to 
be a Roman Citizen 
in Paul’s Day 


More than once the apostle Paul 
threw his persecutors or captors 
into consternation by the quiet 
statement that he.was a Roman 
citizen. Why did this declara- 
tion have such an electric effect ? 
The chief captain obtained this 
citizenship ‘‘with a great sum,”’ 
and he was afraid when he knew 
that Paul was a Roman and he 
had bound him. Why did Ro- 
man citizenship mean so much? 
































IF YOU HAVE MISSED THESE ARTICLES 


N ALL the fifty-seven years of the life of The Sunday School 
Times, there have been few years so rich in every depart- 
ment of the paper as the B inte 1915. And of all those years, 

1915 has been the most significant year in every department of 
the life of the world. 


The constant aim of The Sunday School Times is to keep its 
readers in vital touch with all that is happening in the world 
in its relation to the work of the Kingdom and the Bible message 
concerning these world activities. 


The events of overwhelming importance that have crowded 
the days of the year just closed have been partly responsible for 
crowding out of the pages of The Sunday School Times certain 
articles that were announced to appear in 1915. But the publi- 
cation of some of these articles could have been managed by 
better planning, and the Editor regrets this failure to carry out 
exactly the announcements as made. He desires that every reader 
who has looked forward to reading any of these articles should 
have the opportunity to see all of them that will be published in 
1916, It is hoped that in all cases the paper will continue to go 
to the 1915 readers. If for any reason you do not continue to 














Paul who said that, not Christ,’’ 
was the objection that a Christian 
made when a friend urged upon 
her a message from one of thé 
Epistles. Why do Paul’s words 
have exactly the same authority 
as those of Christ? is a question 
that all Christians should be able 
to give a clear answer to. 








Pray it Through 


tached to Paul's words. ‘‘It was |’ 





S THERE has perhaps been no 

year in history fraught with more 
significance for the Church of Christ, for 
the nations of the world, and for the Jew- 
ish people, than the year 1915, it seems 
probable that the year we are just enter- 
ing will be even more tremendous in its 


outcome. 

This vast world movement will be rep- 
resented in the 1916 volume of the 
Times in its relation to the Church and 
the Kingdom. Mrs. Norton's remarkable 
articles on soul-winning among the sol- 
diers; Dr. Ellis’ series on “ Behind War's 
Screen in the Holy Land,” with special 
reference to the Armenians; Dr. Kyle's 
department of Archeology and the Bible; 
the Missionary Watch Tower and arti- 
cles by Dr. Scott on China ; articles on 
the Jews,—these are a few of the features 
already planned for. 

The Sunday School Times will be 
grateful if many of its readers will become 
“ intercessory editors,” and pray for the 
Spiit’s special guidance as the editors seek 
to help in guiding the thought and action 
of Christians in their relation to those 
overwhelming world events. 





receive the paper, and would like to have the numbers containing 
any of these articles, write a note to the Editor, and he will gladly 
send those numbers of 1916 to you without cost, 


“What do the Prophets Say ?” 


the remarkable series of six articles by Dr. C. I. Scofield was not 
published on account of Dr. Scofield’s severe illness, The an- 
nouncement of these articles that appeared on page 772 in last 
week's issue suggested why they should have even more signifi- 
cance in connection with the 1916 lessons. 


“ Adventures in Evangelism,” 


the series of articles that are to tell of the remarkable and often 
sensational adventures of the boy who narrowly escaped being 
eaten by cannibals and afterward became a successful evangelist, 
has been crowded out of the 1915 pages and is planned for the 
early months of 1916. 


“When An Illustration Does Not Illustrate” 


is an article that will be of particular interest to those who contribute 
to and use the Illustration Round-Table of The Sunday School Times. 


“Our Lord’s Return a Practical Matter ” 


An article by the Editor of The Sunday School Times, planned 
as one of the notable series of war articles that the Times was priv- 
ileged to publish during 1915, should appear during the early part 
of 1916. It is purposed that this article will give leaves out of the 
Editor’s personal experience in discovering that an understanding 
of God's teachings on the return of Christ has an immediate bear- 
ing on everyday life and duty. 




















as Stifler’s Introduction to the Book of 
Acts; Ramsay's St. Paul the Traveler 
and Roman Citizen, ard his Pictures of 


LESSON FOR: JAN. 9 (Acts 2: 1-13) 









The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
HEN God decided to bring into bein: 
est form of. man, what 
which showed much more wonderful this 
act of creation was to be any other? (Have the 
first few words of Gen. 1 : 26 read aloud: ** And God 
said, Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness.”) Nothing else of that sort had been created. 
It was done; man was made /ike God. And for a 
while the intimacy of these two who were like each 
other, God and man, was sweet and satisfying. Then 
man sinned. And when the sin came the likeness to 
God weat. The image of God was broken,—broken 
beyond even God’s own power to repair. 
day to this God has never tried to mend or repair his 
broken image in any human life. But he does some- 
po far more wonderful whenever any sin-disfig- 
u life (and every human lifeis sin-disfigured and 
sin-destroyed) seeks restoration on God’s terms, Then 
God begins all over again in that life; he works a 
work of new creation; he accomplishes a new birth in 
thatone; and so, born again from above, the forgiven 
and restored sinner is now once more made spiritually 
in the likeness, the image of God,—though not yet 
phymenny. : 
one of us can realize what it cost God to make 
this possible for us sin-destroyed, broken images of 
God, lost souls every one, In to-day’s lesson we 
find His record of one of th t miracle-parts of 
His work in the new creation. is as supernatural 
and epoch-making as was the first work of creation 
before man was given the Garden of Eden. 


Our Background Material 

Who wrote the book of Acts? (Luke.) . 

What other book of the Bible did:the same author 
write ? (One of the Gospels.) ~ 

About when was Acts written ? (About A. D. 70 
to 80). é : 

How thany chapters has the book ?: (28.) 

Give from memory five simple divisions of the 
book, by geographical divisions. and chapters. (Je- 
rusalem, 1-7; Palestine, 8-12; Asia Minor, 13 to 15 : 
35; Greece, 15: 36 to 20; Rome, 21-28.) 

Other suggestions for further ‘‘ background ” mate- 
rial in Acts will be found in this section in last 
week’s issue of the Times. Dr. James M. Gray's 
outline study of the entire book, in that number, 
should be clipped for permanent use throughout the 
year. Admirable use of Miss Saxe’s chapter studies 
in Acts can be made frequently in this ‘* back- 
ground ” section during 1916 (her book, reviewed on 
page 780 last week, may be ordered from The Sun- 
day School Times at 15 cents; postage, 3 cents). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles’ will help in quickly locating the references. 

There were three great feast days in the Jewish 
year. What were they? Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) 
names them ; describe themto the class. Following 
what hé says about each, ask the class what event in 
our Lord's life seems to them to have fulfilled the 
meaning of the Passover Feast. Yes, our Lord's 
crucifixion and death ; he was the passover sacri- 
ficed for us (1 Cor. 5:7). The Pentecost festival 
is fulfilled by the great event we are studying in 
to-day’s lesson; and the fulfilment of the third feast, 
the Feast of Tabernacles, will take place when our 
Lord keeps the promise made by the angels in last 
week's lesson by returning to this earth ‘‘in like 
manner as ye beheld him going.” 

Do not let the class forget that the disciples of 
scone at first were devout Jews, faithful to the Old 

‘estament law. What did Pentecost therefore 
mean to them before this particular year?~ Dr. 
Mackie (3) shows, and Dr. Griffith, Thomas (LI 4, 2). 
But as, fifty days before, the Passover Feast had had 
a meaning never before realized in the history of the 
world, as God himself had provided the Lamb for 
the sacrifice (Gen. 22: 8), so now the familiar time of 
Pentecost was to be aflame with that which neither 
angels nor men had ever before seen in this God- 
ordained festival. God was to accomplish this next- 
to-the-last act in his work of restoring men to their 
sin-lost likeness to himself. He was going to give 
Himself in a new way into the lives of men, to make 
effective what Christ had done for them on the cross 
and in his resurrection. 

Let the class describe what happened (vs. 2-4). 
God worked the miracle of manifesting himself in a 
way that men’s physical senses could appreciate,— 
they heard and saw, There was no wind,—but it 


his high- 
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THE ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


LESSON 2. JANUARY 9. THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Acts 2 : 1-13. Commit verses 3, 4 


Golden Text: Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ?—1 Corinthians 3: 16 


1 And when the day of Pentecost ' was now come, they were 
all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared 
parting asunder, like as of fire; and it sat 

each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the 
oly Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound was 
heard, the multitude came together, and were confounded, 
because that every man heard them speaking in his own lan- 
Rass. 7 And they were all amazed and ‘marvelled, saying, 

hold, are not all these that speak Galileans? 8 And how 
hear we, every man in our own language wherein we were 
born? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and the dwell- 
ers in Nengennte in Judzea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and 
Asia, 10 in Phryg’i-a and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts 
of Libya about Cy-re’ne, and sojourners from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabians, we hear them 
p pomgcns J n our tongues the mighty works of Ged. 12 And 
they were all amazed, and were perplexed; saying one to an- 
other, What meaneth this? 13 But others mocking said, They 
are filled with new wine. 


Gr. was being fultilled. %Or parting among them Or dis- 
tributing themselves 
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seemed as though there were (v. 2). ‘There was no 
physical fire,—but it seemed as though there were 
‘Then—wonder of wonders—God himself as 
the Holy Spirit literally and personally entered into 
and filled the life of each of those believing disci- 
ples. Anda new creation was wrought : they were 
nn, A least spiritually. in the image, the likeness 
oO 


Stop here for a moment and ask the class who the 
Holy Spirit is. Not ‘‘ what” he is,—see if any of 
them have ever spoken of the Holy Spirit as ‘‘it.” 
It is as wrong and neg to do so as to refer to 
Joone) in that way. ich, suggestions for a class 
study of the Holy os A are given by Mrs. Baldwin 
(1, 2, 3-4). Views of.the Holy Spirit’s different work 
in the Old Testament and in the New are also given 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (IV, 4) and Mr. Rogers 
(F-2).. 

What was the particular miraele God now wrought 

in these disciples in whom he had come to dwell ? 
He enabled them, “ uneducated” though they were. 
to talk in foreign languages as perfectly as though 
they had been born in other lands. ‘* He talks like 
a born Mede,” you might have heard some one say- 
ing that day of a Galilean fisherman. So to-day, 
without the ‘‘gift of tongues,” there is an instanta- 
neous education in certaitdefinitely recognizable in- 
tellectual ways given to those who receive the Holy 
Spirit in his fulness; and they have power to go on 
growing intellectually as those whom the Holy Spirit 
is not filling cannot do. 
» But what was this ‘‘ gift of tongues? (vs. 4, 6, 8- 
11, 13.) Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3 and IV, §) dis- 
cusses it in connection with 1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14. 
In view of the fact that there are certain so-called 
‘* Tongues Movements” to-day among Christian peo- 
ple in various parts of the world, we ought to be clear 
on what the Bible says; for some Christians to-day 
are sadly deluded and led away from God’s Word in 
this matter. ‘Two pamphlets that set forth the Scrip- 
tural truth plainly are ‘‘ The Gift of Tongues,” by 
Henry W. Frost (China Inland Mission, 235 School 
Lane, Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa., or 507 West 
Church St., Toronto, Ontario,Canada ; 3 cents each, 30 
cents a dozen); and ‘* The Gift of Tongues, the True 
and the False,” by L. W. Gosnell (Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago; about 6 cents). 

Wouldn't you like to have heard that witnessing to 
the mighty works of God (v. 11) that day in Jerusa- 
lem? Suppose you, who speak English, could’ bave 
been there, and could have heard in clear-cut, ringing, 
faultless English from a Galilean fisherman what the 
forgiveness of God means; what the death of Christ 
means; what his resurrection brought to men; and 
what is now ours through the gift of the Holy Spirit! 
That is what God did that day, in their own language, 
for the people whom he had brought together from 
every nation under heaven. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

The last great work of spiritual blessing that God, 
from before the foundation of the world, had deter- 
mined to do for the men in this age before Christ 
comes again in glory to the earth, was now done. 
We live, therefore, in the period of greatest spiritual 
privilege between the time of the fall of man and 
Christ’s final coming to establish his Kingdom. No 
human beings from the time of Adam and Eve to the 
new epoch opened by Pentecost had our privilege. 
Those who lived and died in Jesus’ earthly life-time, 
even though jane knew him intimately and believed 
on him fully, could not possibly know him»as we may. 





For God as the Holy Spirit could not descend to abide 
forever in men and teach them about Christ and 


glorify Christ to them and in them and through them 


to others, until Christ had ascended. 

Men could not know and have the risen Christ as 
their own actual, literal, completely victorious life 
until the Holy Spirit on and after Pentecost worked 
this miracle in them. 

ms ye oe had your own personal Day of Pente- 
cost? Many a true Christian has not. The Holy 
Spirit dwells within all such, but not in His fu/ness, 
Are you having victory day by day, satisfying and 
supernatural, in your personal life? Is the risen 
and victorious Christ your whole life? If not, ask 
God to show you what you need to do to let him 
bring Pentecost to you. He will give you all that 
you long for (Matt. 5 : 6 ; John 6 : 35) if you (1) sur- 
render your life unconditionally to Christ's mastery ; 
and (2) believe then at once that God is meeting all 
your need in this matter,—believe it without any 
change of fooling, without asking or having. an 

roof or evidence from him ; believe, not that it will 
so later, but thatit zs so mow. For God is—not 
will be, but ¢s—faithful; and the fulness of his 
Holy Spirit in the life of the yielded believer depends 
simply on the faithfulness of God. 


Teaching Points 


Even the Pentecostal gift of the abiding Holy Spirit in 
his fulness does not complete God’s work in undoing the 
destruction of the Eden sin. Though Spirit-filled, we are 
still living in corruptible bodies subject to the power of 
death. Christian believers, both those living and the 
blessed dead, await God’s further work when, at Christ’s 
second coming to this earth, they are given their incor- 
ruptible resurrection bodies and then for the first time are 
wholly restored, in body, mind, and spirit, to the lost like- 
ness of God (1 Cor. 15 : 51-543; 1 Thess. 4: 14-18; 1 
John 3: 2). , 

It was no accident that the gift of the Holy Spirit came 
just when and where the nations of the whole world were 
represented by devout, reverent men. God plans things 
very deliberately and thoroughly and a long time ahead. 

The Spirit-filled disciples didn’t talk ** broken ’? Greek 
or Arabian or Latin or Persian that day. Their language 
was faultless. God doesn’t do things half-way. 


The Spirit-filled disciples were not merely good conver- 
sationalists ; they were supernatural witnesses. ‘That was 
what they were empowered for (Acts § : 8), 

When the Holy Spirit in his unhindered fulness is al- 
lowed to occupy and use a person’s body, mind, and spirit, 
that person can think God’s thoughts, do the things that 
only God can do, love as God loves, live as God lives. 
** As he [God] is, even so are we in this world” (1.John 
4:17). Other teaching material on this is found in Mr, 
Ridgway (1, 2, 3), Illustration Round-Table (J, 2, 3), Mrs. 
Baldwin (5, 6), Mr. Rogers (4-2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Why, if Jesus wanted men now to turn away from the 
Jewish Law to himself, did he choose such a central Old 
‘Testament festival as Pentecost for the gift of .the Holy 
Spirit ? 

Why did God appeal to the senses of hearing and sight 
when the Holy Spirit descended ? 

What symbolism have wind and fire ? 


Does God intend that all people shall always have the 
same gifts from the Holy Spirit? Give your reasons. 

What reasons do you think may account for the war of 
to-day centering so much in Bible lands named here? 


What is the great mission of the Holy Spirit on earth to- 
day. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


| For the teacher to give the class aweekahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. | 


Peter's Sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2 ; 14-47). 


When a coward suddenly becomes courageous, 
what has happened? A man whose cowardice was 
written in history in such a way that it will never be 
forgotten, shines out in our lesson as courageous as 
any man who ever lived. He does a thing that 
might have meant his instant death. Let us dis- 
cover, next week, why Simon Peter was at first so 
cowardly, and why he became so brave. 


Hiow could Peter know that the prophecy of Joel was 
being fulfilled ? (vs. 16-21.) 


What reason for the miracles of the Gospels is given to 
us in this lesson? 


How did Peter show his courage ? 


Why is this chapter called ‘* Peter’s first use of the 
keys ’’? (Matt. 16: 18, 19.) 
PHILADELPHIA. 








‘Mastering the 
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Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





IRTHDAYS are always interesting and notable 
events. ‘Io-day we thirk of what is usually 
regarded as the birthday of the Christian 


Church. Strictly, the Church. commenced with the’ 


first two disciples (John 1 ; 37), but in regard to com- 


plete organization by the presence of the Holy Spirit, 


the Day of Pentecost was the real commencement of 
the Church as we now know it. It is this that con- 
stitutes the importance of the record of the day, and 
the necessity for the closest possible study. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—In chapter 1 the final lessons of our 
Lord were given before his Ascension, and then 
after the Ascension the company of his followers 
waited until the descent of the Holy Spirit. ‘The 
only event that took place in the ten days was the 
ap intment of Matthias as an apostle in the place 
oO 


udas (1 : 15-26). 
-— The Greek word Pentecost means 
‘Fiftieth,” referring to the celebration of the feast 
on the fiftieth day after the offering of the barle 
sheaf on the day following the Passover Sabbat 
(Lev. 23: 15, 16) The name was in common use 
among Greek-speaking Jews. The festival was the 
second of the three great annual Jewish feasts, and 
fell between the Passover and the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. In the Old Testament it is called “* The 
Feast of Weeks” (Deut. 16:10), “The Feast of 
Harvest" (Exod. 23 : 16), and ‘**The Day of the 
First-Fruits " (Num. 28; 26). It marked the close 
of the wheat harvest, not that of the entire harvest 
of all the produce which was commemorated by the 
** Feast of Tabernacles.” It was therefore regarded 
as * The Feast of the First First-Fruits,” and a spe- 
cial offering was appointed to mark this feature 
(Lev. 23:17). Another element was gratitude for 
deliverance from Egypt (Deut. to : 12). ») 

As time went on, the Jews associated with it the 
giving of the Law at Sinai because they reckoned 
that to have taken place on the fiftieth day after the 
Exodus from Egypt. It occurred about the month 
of May, and answers to our Whitsunday.: For sev- 
eral reasons it was most appropriate for the descent 
of the Holy Spirit. It is understood that the Pass- 
over was associated with Christ's death, and Pente- 
cost with the gift of the Spirit. It remains only for 
the Feast of ‘Tabernacles to be fulfilled when our 
Lord comes again and the spiritual harvest of the 
earth has been panonny er (2) 

The Book.—<Acts has several passages which sum- 
marize the work of Christianity at different stages. 
These summaries are almost if not quite unique fea- 
tures in the book, and will be noticed as we proceed. 
The first of them is found in 6: 7, so that from1:1 
to 6: 7 we have the beginnings of the Church at Je- 
rusalem. 

Place.— The spot where the disciples were when 
the Holy Spirit descended was the ‘' upper room” 
(1: 13), probably the same as that in which the 
Lord's omy was celebrated, and it may have be- 
longed to Mary the mother of Mark (12: 12). There 
is a place to-day in Jerusalem called the ‘ upper 
room,” and though the building itself only dates 
from the Crusades, the site is one of the best known 
spots in thecity. Dr. Sanday once told the writer 
that it is the one place in Jerusalem about which the 
topeqeeees is pretty certain, since there are proofs 
of a Christian building being there from the begin- 
ning of the second century. 

Date.—Ten days after the ldst lesson, and, accord- 
ing to the usual chronology, June, A. D. 30. 

Il. The Lesson 

the Waiting Disciples (v. 1): —Obedient to their 
Master's command to wait (1: 4), the disciples were 
all together on this national festival. 

The Descending Spirit (vs. 2-4). The Spirit ap- 
peared under the two forms of wind and fire, not 
that there was any actual wind or fire, but that these 
illustrate the audible and visible signs of the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. The sound was /iée that of 
a rushing mighty wind, while the appearance of fire 
was in the form of *‘ tongues parting asunder."” There 
is no doubt that we are intended to understand some 
miraculous manifestation which could only be com- 
pared with wind and fire. The immediate result 
was that all the one hundred and twenty followers 
then present were filled with the Holy Spirit. ‘The 
symbols were only temporary, but the Spirit was 
abiding, enabling them to do their work. At once 
they began to testify, and it seems clear that the 
Spirit enabled them to speak in foreign languages 
as a testimony to Christ and his gospel. All this 
shows that the power was not human or natural, not 
evolved from their inner consciousness, but a divine 
supernatural gift which was bestowed for the pur- 
pose of doing the needed work. (3) 


The Witnessing People (vs. 5-11).—The feast had 
brought together Jews irom practically every part of 
the.earth, and when this sound of something excep- 
«onal was heard the result was t astonishment. 
It seems to refer to the miraculous expressions of 
God's wonderful works by the disciples in other 
tongues than their own. The amazement of the 
people was due to the fact that the speakers all came 

rom Galilee, and yet were testifying in different 
languages according to the les and countries 
there represented. The term * Galilean” seems to 
suggest an uncivilized district, which led to the na- 
tives being despised as villagers and speakers of a 
vincial dialect, and that such men should speak 
n foreign tongues was a special matter of surprise. 

The various places named show how widely dis- 

rsed the Jews were in various lands. ‘The first 

our words refer to countries and les northeast 

of Palestine. Then comes Judea, and afterward 
five names referring to parts of Asia Minor. Then 
follow references to Egypt, North Africa, Rome, 
Crete, and Arabia. Thus the enumeration begin- 
ning in the east proceeds to the west and turns 
south, northwest, until it comes back to the east 
again. It includes Eastern, Syrian, Egyptian, and 
Roman Jews. 

The Different Results (vs. 12, 13). Three differ- 
ent effects or impressions were made by this re- 
markable Lge npen Some were surprised, others 
were puzzled, while others again were sceptical, and 
in their mockery said that the men were exhilarated 
by intoxicating drink. Bengel remarks that the 
world begins with mocking, then it proceeds to ques- 
tions (4: 7), to threats (4: 17), to imprisonment (5: 
18), to blows (§: 40), and to’ murder (7 : 58). He 
adds: ‘‘ Natural men are wont, ignorantly and im- 
pudently, to attribute supernatural things to natural 
causes.’ 


It. Central Truths 


The coming of ‘the Holy Spirit is of supreme im- 
portance, and demands very careful attention along 


_ three lines: 


1. The Mantfestation. Pentecost Historically.— 
According to the type, this was fifty days after 
Christ, as the Sheaf oF First-fruits was presented as 
a wave-offering. God’s workings are avers **in the 
fulness of time” (Gal. 4: 4). The symbols are par- 
ticularly important, three in number. ‘The sound, as 
wind, suggested life filling the valley of dry bones 
(Ezek. 37). ‘I'he sight, as a fire, indicated power 
energizing the disciples.. The touch, as tongues, 
symbolized utterance, and indicated what they were 
to do as those who gave testimony to their Master 
and his grace, 

2. The Message. Pentecost Spiritually.—While 
historically Pentecost cannot be repeated because 
the Spirit has ever since been abiding in the Church, 
yet every believer in a sense may experience the 

wer of Pentecost, and this is the thought of the 

olden Text, which speaks of believers as a temple 
indwelt by the Spirit (1 Cor. 3: 16). The temple 
stood for at least four things, and they are all true, 
spiritually, of the Church as a whole, and each indi- 
vidual believer. (1) The Presence of God Realized. 
The temple was the place of worship. (2) The Truth 
of God Revealed. Ene temple was the place of rev- 
elation and instruction. (3) The Grace of God Re- 
ceived. The temple was the place where men were 
to uold fellowship with God. (4) The Will of God 
Reproduced. ‘he temple was intended as the place 
of testimony to God. Thus we may think of the 
spiritual meaning of Pentecost as including Sonship, 
Worship, Fellowship, and Stewardship. 

3. The Means. entecost Personally. It is now 
unnecessary to pray that the Holy Spirit may come, 
for he has come, and it is our duty to open our hearts 
to receive him who is already here. hose earliest 
disciples were naturally ordered to wait for the 
— but now we have only to wait on the Spirit. 
The one condition is that there shall be personal 
surrender on the part of the individual and a real 
unanimity, involving complete surrender, on the 
part of every community of Christians. The word 
translated ‘‘ with one accord" is found several times 
in this book and only once outside it (Rom. 15 : 6). 
In Acts it is associated with believers as one in 
prayer (1 : 14), in hope (2: 1), in dedication (4 : 24), 
in separation (5:12), and in co-operation (15 : 25). 
This unanimity is frequently emphasized. When 
the condition of wholehearted oneness of purpose, 
with faith, is fulfilled, the Holy Spirit is certain to 
come into every part of our life. e will bring puri- 
fyiag fire, and will also enable us to bear our testi- 
mony. Heis not given only toa select few, but to 
the entire Church, and all who are willing to fulfil 
the condition may receive him and be filled with his 
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grace. It ‘has been well said that the Holy Spirit 
gave tongues, not pens, at Pentecost, thereby show- 
ing that peal m4 1 is to be med by human 
lips. Wit ng for Christ is something that all 
can do, and the fulness of the Spirit will enable us 
to bear effective testimony to our Master. 


IV. Topics for Further Study and Discussion : 
1. The Dispensations.—God's periods or dispensa- 
tions of revelation are usually distinguished as three: 
1) the dispensation of the Father, covering the Old 
estament period; (2) the dispensation of the Son, 
covering the entire earthly life of Christ from Beth- 
lehem to the Ascension; (3) the dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit, commencing with the Day of Pentecost; 
all, as it will be seen, ory | up to this. 

2. The Holy Spirit and t scension.—Itis help- 
ful and ag eet es to try to see the connection be- 
tween our going up and the Holy Spirit coming 
down. It is often 7s and typified by the 
figures of Elijah and Elisha, the latter asking for a 
double portion of the spirit of the former, and being 
told that it should be so if he saw him go up (2 Kings 
2: 9, 10). See Jone ta 

3. The Holy Spirit fers Pentecost.—\t is im- 
portant to to arrive at some general conclusions 
about the Holy Spirit, first in the Old Testament 
and then in the earthly life of Christ, in contrast with 
the new and unique bestowai on the Day of Peute- 
cost. The last named was new because it associ- 
ated the Holy Spirit with Christ (Acts 2 2) and it 
was unique because up to that time the Holy Spirit 
had been abiding wé¢#h God's people, but from thence- 
forward he was to be dwelling within them (jobn 
14:17). Full references to this and other aspects of 
the subject can be seen in the author's ‘‘ The Holy 
Spirit of God” (New York: Longmans, Green and 
Co., $1.75 net). (4) : 

4. Lhe Jewish Character of Pentecost.—This is a 
very important point, and calls for thorough study. 
It was not only ten feast, but the event had 
Jewish features. Pentecost was transitional, involv- 
ing an offer to the Jews, and showing that Christian- 
ity was the crown of the earlier revelation. There is 
nothing more striking than the various allusions to 
Israel and to the different Jewish elements in these 
early chapters of the Acts. See as above ‘‘ The 
Holy a of God.”’ , 

5. Lhe Gift of Tongues.—The preset of speaking 
in foreign languages is definitely stated to have 
taken place at Pentecost, and it is most likely that 
it was wnique, and that what is known as ‘the gift 
of tongues” int Corinthians 12-1q did not refer to 
this particular aspect of speaking in foreign lan- 
guages. On the contrary, Paul compares the two, 
and thus shows a distinction between them. ‘This 
seems to be the best explanation of one of the most 
difficult problems in the New Testament, for apart 
from this peculiar feature the Pentecostal gift seems 
to have closely resembled what Paul describes. (5) 


V. A Lesson Outline 
1. The Waiting Disciples (Isa. 40 : 29-31). 
2. ‘he Descending Spirit (Luke 11 : 9-13). 
3- The Witnessing People (John 15 : 26, 27). 
4. The Different Results (John 12 : 36-43). 
Wrc.irre CoLLece, Toronto. 


~% 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


United We Stand.— 7hey were all with one accord 
in one place (v. 1, A. V.).—‘* All with one accord,” 
is the explanation of what happened in the place. 
This is always the foundation-stone of any success. 
The terms upon which any organization can be effi- 
cient are embraced in these four words. Did you 
ever have the misfortune to sit in a company of men 
such as a committee, a church board, town council, 
school directors, bank managers, and have a ‘‘crank”’ 
and a ‘‘kicker” in the y? Well, it is probably 
the biggest reason you got out, ‘The unpleasantness 
overbalanced all else (Amos 3: 3). We hear a great 
deal about church unity these days. If we could all 
get together in one place what a power against evil 
the church might be. There are some folks who talk 
unity all right, but they can never be persuaded to 
come in and unite. If it isa union Thanksgiving 
service they are not there. If it is a union evangel- 
istic campaign, they ‘‘ don’t. believe in excitement 
and that Fin of thing.” When the Christian Church, 
ministers and laymen, can be lined up solidly and 
together against the common enemy the Devil, things 
will get cleaned up and sobered up. A great indus- 
trial plant, a great railroad, a great utility corpora- 
tion, a great party, is only strong and successful 
when it can be labeled, ‘‘ All with one accord.” Even 
an automobile is only a delight when it is ** all with 
one accord” (Col. 3 : 11-15). 

In the Billy Sunday Tabernacle.— 7here came from 
heaven a sound as of the agen, © 6 a mighty wind 
(v. 2). Iam sitting here in the Billy Sunday taber- 
nacle. We have traveled all Gay expressly to attend 
this meeting, and to behold with our own eyes the 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit in this:big wooden 
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building close to the ground. Not upon a few choice 


disciples in an upper room, but upon thousands of. 


e ne in a commonplace American city 
shed.’ To-night is ‘* Bankers’ night.” I am on a 
front seat and directly back of me are twelve hun- 
dred bankers and their friends, Rodeheaver with 
his trombone leads the singing. The choir to-night 
is all meh, over one thousand of them. Sunday 
preaches on the text, ‘‘ No man cares for my soul” 
(Psa. 142: 4). When he tells a story he becomes its 
herv and acts the part. When the man who has given 
his life in his race for wealth dead, Billy drops 
dead on the platform with a thud. Then the lesson 
is drawn, the plea is made, and the invitation is 
given. Up they come by the scores, bankers, mer- 
chants, and iron-workers. Women from all walks of 
life. There is no excitement, ‘he situation is as 
mild as inold Octararo or Brandywine Manor Church 
on a lazy Sunday morning. No better sermon than 
is preached in thousands of pulpits. Why are thou- 
sands pouring into the kingdom in these Billy Sun- 
day meetings? Because the same heavenly power 
is in these mushroom tabernacles as was in the upper 
room in Jerusalem. No other reason whatever. (1) 


** Foolishness."’—/: sat upon each one of them (v. 3). 
Sound and flame, but neither blast por heat. Ears 
and eyes, but notouch. Not a feel for any one in the 
room, It has remained the same tothis day. The 
world hears and sees the manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit, but it feels not (John 14:17). At the news- 
stand I purchase ‘‘ Spectacular Career of Billy Sun- 
day,” by Frankenburg. In the book is a picture of 
Mel Trotter of Grand Rapids, Michigan. No finer 
looking man walks the earth. Who would ever guess 
that’ noble-looking gentleman had been lifted from 
the Chicago gutter by the Holy Spirit? Old Mr. 
Man-of-the-Worid sees ‘Trotter, hears Trotter, but he 
does not feel anything. Nothing touches him. The 
divine flame plays over Trotter's head and makes it 
manly and beautiful, — back to the image of its 
Maker. Nor do you fellows have to go out of Coates- 
ville to see the same thing. Every thurch in town 
has its Spirit-lit men. We all knew them in that day 
when they used to try to paint the old town red, and 
we know and love them now in this day when they 
try to keep the old town painted white. The flame 
sits upon each one of them. But not everybody is 
touched, and only the elect feel anything (Acts ro: 
45; 17: 18). (2) 


cles. Zhey ... began to speak with other 
tongues (v. 4). When I took up Spanish the other 
winter without a teacher I had to get a grammar, a 
reader, a dictionary, and a Bible. But before the 
crocuses came I was able to read my Spanish mail, 
and Martini the Cuban cigar-maker said he under- 
stood all the Spanish I spoke at him. Don’t you 
think the same power that invented me could easily 
ut another little crease in my brain or add a few 
ells that would twist my tongue Spanish if he wanted 
to use me in South America? When surgeons can 
amplify the body, surely God can amplify the intel- 
lect. ‘Phe only folks who have any trouble with the 
miracle of tongues (or any other error’ are those 
who do not yet know God (Mark 14: 36; Eph. 1: 19). 
I am writing this note as I fly on my way home over 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. Is there any other 


miracle anywhere greater than that locomotive yon-. 


der taking the Horseshoe Curve as she speeds over 
the mountains by aed g sequel of this very silent sun- 
light that spreads itself in golden loveliness over my 
tablet ? at is this little thing of a bunch of men 
with an extra twist or two in their tongues by the 
hand of the God who made them compared with a 
bank of red dirt from up around Duluth taking this 
train-load of folks from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia in 
afew hours? This magnificent train swinging across 
the state by virtue of the sunshine which God stored 
in these black Pennsylvania hills a few of his days 
ago,—say, professor, you make me laugh! 


The Greater Work.—Zhey were all gmazed,.., 
saying, Behold, are not all these that speak Gali- 
deans ? (v, 7.). ‘*See that feller over there?” said 
Sam in an impressive tone. ‘‘ Well, sir, he can speak 
seven languages.” The polyglot gentleman with the 
shovel was drawing about ten dollars a week as a 
day-laborer. But in the ancient East such a man 
would be considered of great intellectual power. 
Hence there was amazement when these Gloucester 
fisher-folk and Salvation Army sort began to talk like 
consolidated college professors. Besides, they did 
not have telephones, automobiles, flying machines, 
phonographs, moving pictures, wireless, and a daily 
procession of miracles as we do, So they were natu- 
tally much amazed. But as has already been said, 
what are all miracles, past and present, compared 
with the Billy Sunday gospel-meeting miracles? In 
Pittsburgh there is a prominent politician. Before 
Billy Sunday came there were in almost every bar- 
room beer-mugs with his picture upon them aad with 
this legend, ‘‘ Take one on me.” When Billy came 
to town the Holy Spirit ‘TOOK ONE ON ME,” 
and the other night I sat in an audience and heard 
that very man, merchant and high official, plead with 
men to come to God and wipe eut those very saloons. 
Say, boys; what is more amazing, adding a language 
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to a brain or putting a new life into asoul? (John 
14:12; r John 5 : 4, 5.) (3) 

COATESVILLE, Pa, : 

; s ¥ 


- The IMustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

tment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson jllustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each. week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘Times 

three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 

ing the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Have You This ?—Know ye not that ye are a tem 


ple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 


you? (Golden Text). I would rather be the means 
under God of stirring up the Christian Church than 
of winning a hundred souls to Christ. If I could stir 
up a hundred Christians and induce them to seek this 
gift of service, to get full of the Holy Ghost, it would 
result in thousands of conversions. When we were 
in Philadelphia a lady said to me, ‘‘ Mr. Moody, can 
women have this power?” I told her I saw no reason 
why any one should not have it who wanted to work 
for God. Women need it as muchasmen. ‘ Well,” 
said she, ‘if I can have it, I wantit. I have also a 
Sunday-school class, and they are unconverted.” A 
week from that time she came to me and said, ‘I 
have got it. The Lord has blessed me, My husband 
has been converted, and five of my.Sunday-school 
class,” That was the result of that woman’s veceiv- 
ing the power of the Holy Ghost. It spread all 
through the church of which she was a member, and 
the people, seeing that she had something which they 
had not, began to inquire, and as a result of the 
quickening of that woman five hundred members were 
added to the Church.—From a sermon by DL. 
Moody on ** The Gift of the Holy Ghost.” Sent by 
the Rev. 7. J. Gaehr, Camden, Ohio. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


The IMlumined Face.—And it sat upon each one of 
them (vy. 3). Sometimes the Holy Spirit seems to 
shine’ through the face now. On a Western traina 
wonian whose spirit was earnestly Christian was asked 
by astrange woman with a discontented face: «‘ Please 
may I sit down and talk with you? You look as 
though you were interested in something good, and I 
think I need to talk with you.” ‘There was no doubt 
about the reality of the inner fellowship with Ged, be- 
cause it was so clearly.seen by a stranger. Does the 
inner joy in-our life shine through?—Frem Bertha 
Condé. Sent by Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me: 


The Secret.—And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit (v. 4). The Rev. J. Goforth says:'*1 
have the strongest of convictions that it would, pay 
many, many fold for the church at home and abroad 
to cease for a season its busy round of activities and 
seek for the Holy Spirit’s power as for hidden treas- 
ure. ‘Then, as a missionary in Korea said‘after the 

wer of the Spirit came upon the workers at Pyen 

ang, ‘He did more in half a day than all we woul 
have done in half a year’; or, as our preachers and 
others in Chan-te-fu exclaimed after the Holy Spirit 
had swept through the assembly there for ten days 
with the firesof judgment: ‘God has done exceeding’ 
abundantly above all that we asked or thought: In 
ten days He has done more than we could have done 
in ten years.’ lf we would evangelize the world’ in 
our day we must get back to the Pentecostal Factor.” 
—From The Decisive Hour in Christian Missions, 
y Dr. J. R. Mott, Sent by H. H. Smith; Alberta, 

a. 


That Steel Tonic.—7hey were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance (v. 4). Some time 
ago an advertisement in an anglers’ paper ran thus: 
‘* Now is the time for your old favorite rods to be over- 
hauled and treated with a steel tonic that will not fail 
to work wonders in the way of renewing their 
strength.” There is a spiritual significance in these 
words. There are times when we need the ‘steel 
tonic” in order that our poor ministries may be con- 
verted into powerful weapons. And we have the 
promise of this redemptive work in the very names 
in which the Holy Spirit is revealed tous. He is 
called the Renewer, the Reviver, the Restorer of 
souls, and by His baptism the poorest, weakest agent 
can be turned into a powerful weapon.—From Dr. /. 
H. Jowett in the British Weekly. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Greetland, Halifax, England. 


Understood.— We hear them speaking in our 
tongues the mighty works of God (v. 11.) fir. Moody 
said that he once tried to speak in the dog-market in 
London with little effect, but when a converted dog- 
fancier got upon a barrel and began to talk to his old 
companions, they listened attentivel y.—Sen? dy the 
Rev. 7. J. Gaehr, Camden, Ohio, 


Hope Through Antagonism.— Vocking (v.13). Mock- 
ing is not always a discouraging symptom—it may in- 
dicate resistance to the striving of the Holy Spirit. A 
minister, calling one day in a home where the mother 
was a Christian, invited the husband tochurch. ‘*Go 
to church ?”’ he replied; ‘‘I would sooner go to the 
penitentiary!” Only afew weeks after he sent for 
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that same minister to come to him in his sickness, to 
read the Bible and pray with him. He greeted him 
with this statement: ‘‘I] have professed to live an in- 
fidel; but I now see that it is a very poor creed to die 
by.” —Sent by W. B. Hutchinson, D.D., Allerton, 
Lowa. 

; b 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo-American 
‘ Congregation in Beyrout, Syria... 


Wan the day of Pentecost was now come (vy. 1). 

This feast was called the feast of harvest 
. (Exod. 23: 16). More particularly the first- 
fruits of wheat harvest (Exod. 34:22). Also, the 
feast of weeks (Deut. 16: 10). From this interval of 
seven weeks it received the Greek name Pentecost 
(fifty). As the wheat-harvest was in June, at the 
beginning of summer, the relationship between the 
grain harvest and summer was the reverse of what 
we are familiar with in northern climates (Jer. 8: 
20). The rabbis changed the meaning from a day of 
agricultural thanksgiving and kindness to the poor, 
to an observance of the giving of the Law, as they 
made it out that it was on that day that Moses re- 
ceived the Commandments. On that day the Jews 
read through the whole Pentateuch, and naturally 
the rate at which the concerted chanting had to be 
rushed made everything inarticulate. It was fitting 
that on such a day, commemorating in popular cus- 
tom the giving of the Word, the Spirit also should be 
given, making the word to live. (1) 

Devout men (v.). Not in our sense of lives made 
beautiful by the fruit of the Spirit, but men who sub- 
mitted to the keeping of the traditions, and clun 
to the pelitical aspirations of Israel. It was their 
way of coming aeparanes both froni sin and from 
sinners. very day in his synagogue prayers the. 
Jew repeats the Benediction, “Lord, I thank thee 
that thou hast not made me a Gentile.” It is ‘ de- 
vouiness,” 

Are not all these that speak Galileans ? (v. 7). 
The most evident distinction would be in the ‘color, 
form, and material of their dress. Also between the 
ecstatic utterances there would be remarks of ques- 
tion and answer between the disciples and the aston- 
ished multitude, and the accent or intonation of voice 
would at onee be recognized as local to Galilee. Such 
differences in Arabic s to-day tell whether the 
speaker belongs. to the Lebanon, ,to Nazareth, or 'to 

léey are filled with new wine (v.13). The repu- 
diation of the charge turned upon the fact that it was. 
only nine A. M., and the apy | of wine was out of 
the question till the close of the forenoon meal, from 
two to threé hours after that time. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
< 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


AST week we looked off from a Jerusalem house- 
top. Now come down into one of the business 
thoroughfares. We will stand at the spot 

marked 2 and look eastward along that street, which 
you find indicated on the map as leading to the temple 








4 


RK ; 
oe 


~ 


> Yok ¥ O48 

P BA Lee, Se 
oN ey 

SS ees : va ¢ 

eee an 


ie davio OT a anil | \ y 
| 7 WN < 


i TOWER OF ‘= 
A ty 
eT te 
iF. je 
MAP PATENT No. 656.500 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


grounds, It isn’t much like the business streets of 
our American towns, It is just a narrow lane, paved 
with flat stones, and shut in on both sides by stone 
buildings two and three stories high. Even this 
narrow space is partly occupied by tables, benches, 
and boxes, set out on the pavement by the owners of 
little shops at our right and ourleft. That heavy 
arch of masonry, spanning the street a few rods 
ahead of us, is like a massive frame for the vista of 
picturesquely jumbled roofs and walls and latticed 
windows beyond it. In the far distance, over the 
house-roofs, we have a glimpse of some treetops, a 
group of gray buiidings, and one tall, slender tower. 








WD gael eee 


Aax 


aa 


oom~ 
) 





792 * 


That is the same tower on ‘the Mount of 
Olives, which we saw last week. On the 
wonderful day about which we have read, 
the disciples had in their hearts the memory 
of our Lord’s promise, made on that distant 
hill (Acts 1: 4,5). They had come to- 
gether at some accustomed place in the city, 
possibly adjoining this very street; nobody 
positively knows where it was, How oper 4 


| a narrow way like this would be packed wi 


happenings spread to outsiders! (Acts 2: 
The people who wondered and 

(Acts 2: 7-13) looked much like the men 
and women here before us to-day. 

To see it yourself use a stereograph entitled 
** Crowded bazaar and thoroughfare of David 
Street, east to Olivet.’’ 

The Underwood ‘l'ravel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. ‘The use ofthe a will be found 
a most practical help in making the lesson places 
real. Forty-four places are being visited during 
1916; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.33, 
and, if all are ordered at one time, a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered case will be given free. 
‘'welve places will be described with the lessons 
of the first quarter; cost $2.00, ‘The five for 
January cost 84 cents, Less than five in one 
order are 20ocentseach, Stereoscopes, go cents 
each. Lantern slides of the same scenes 
can also be supplied. Plain slides, oe cents 
each ; sepia tinted, 55 “cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more prices are : 
plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia, 45 cents ; 
colored, $t. Postage or expressage is prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Address ‘The Sunday School ‘Times Company, 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


“ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Fatlier, 
we know that thou hast sent the Holy Spirit to 
lead us into all the truth. We pray that he 
may find us teachable. May we not grieve him 
by waywardness or doubt, but give him his 
blessed way with us in all things according to 
thy will. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—-A little girl almost six 

ears old said to her father one day ; ‘* Father, 
H think the most wonderful things in the 
world are the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit ; the flowers that come up out of the 
ground, and the butterfly that comes out of the 
cocoon, Sometimes,’’ she said, ‘1 just stand 
and look at the flowers, and I hardly know 
what to say, they seem so wonderful to me.’’ 

That little girl’s wonder as she thinks such 
great thoughts is like ours when we face the 
mystery and the wonder of the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Here is a man who has been 
going contrary to God’s will for a long time. 
In a great awakening he receives the Holy 
Spirit. Then how different everything is! 
How life grows up into blossom and fruit! 
How the old bondage of the life that was 
is stricken away by the new life that gives 
him wings ! 

We do not have to ask for the coming of 
the Ifoly Spirit; he has come. What we 
need is that God should open the rusty doors 
of our lives to let him in, Then we shall 
see wonders that we never even thought of 
before, and shall become as little children, 
wide-eyed and glad as we see God’s work in 
us, and in others round about us. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT reseve 


THERE IS A DIFFERENCE 


A great difference to you, and to me, if we 
are not willing tolet himin, Shall we refuse 
any longer to let him do for us what he 
would ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


curious people, when rumors of thé oy Fe a 
») 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** All to Jesus I surrender.” 
* Come, O Creator Spirit blest." 
** Holy Spirit, faithful Guide.” 
** Holy Ghost, with light divine.” 
** Lord, as of old at Pentecost."’ 
* O day of rest and gladness."’ 
** Spirit of God, descend upon my heart." 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 143 : I-12 (307 : 
Psalm § : 1-t2 (8 : 1-4). 
Psalm 130 : 1-8 (281 : 3-5). 
Psalm 40 : 1-11 (84:4. 2, 5). 
Psalm 116 : 1-19 (235 : 1-3). 


1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING,—Helpers of Jesus 
need his power. 

a the Lesson.—Al\\ city childrge 
and many in the rural districts are familiar 
with the power of electricity, which may 
manifest itself by sparks and flashes. They 
see the electric signs with their changing 
lights ; they notice the large sperk which 
sometimes follows the trolley along the over- 
head wire; they see the flashes along the 
rails of the street-cars and elevated trains ; 
they know that autos will not run without a 
supply of gasoline, which must be changed 
into power ; they know that the electrics will 
not run unless charged from time to time 
with new power ; they know also that when 
the power is turned off cars and autos can- 
not go; in many homes they know that the 
lights depend upon turning or pressing a 
button to connect the power; some have 
watched the electric iron or toaster or 
vacuum cleaner, 

It will be wise to mention two or three of 
the most familiar experiences, but do not use 
too much time for these illustrations. 

Note,—Children are apt to misunderstand 
the words ‘* Holy Ghost’? It is wiser to 
talk to them of the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit. 

Introduction and Review.—Before Jesus 
left his disciples and went back to heaven he 
made a wonderful promise and told them they 
must wait in Jerusalem for it to come true. 
Recall last week’s lesson, telling where and 
how the promisc was made, and how they 
stood waiting and watching. 

At Christmas time did it seem long for you 
to wait for something which you wanted and 
expected? How happy you were when you 
received the gifts. 

The disciples and friends of Jesus did not 
know how long they must wait for his gift 
of power. They believed Jesus, for they 
had lived with him and knew him. Very 
often they met together to pray. Perhaps 
they told each other that— 

Jesus lived on this earth, 

He went about doing good, 

He was crucified and buried, 

He rose from the dead, 

He went back to heaven. 

(If the children repeat these sentences 
week by week they will soon learn the sim- 
ple outline of the life of Jesus.) 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Ven days 
passed, then came one of the Jewish feast- 
days,—the Day of Péntecost,—when many 
Jews of many nations were in Jerusalem, 
The friends of” Jesus had met again for 
prayer, Suddenly a sound, like a rushing 
mighty wind, filled the house where they 
were sitting, Flashes of fire, like tongues 
of flame, moved about them. They knew it 
was God’s Holy Spirit coming upon each of 
them. ‘This was the Helper whom Jesus 
had promised, when he said, You shall be 
my witnesses to tell about me, wherever you 
go. Let us repeat: 

He sent his Holy Spirit. 

‘The Holy Spirit is your Helper. 

You shall be my witnesses. 

They could hardly wait to begin to tell 
others. They went out among the people 
and began to speak to the Jews from many 
lands, ‘They talked in different languages, 
so that everybody understood. 

Other people heard about it and came 
hurrying to hear and See for themselves, As 
they listened they were surprised and said, 
Didn’t these men all come from Galilee? 
Yet we can hear and understand what they 
say. They talked about the wonderful 
works of God. Many were glad to listen. 
Others mocked them, and some said, What 
does this mean ? 

The disciples rejoiced that their Helper 
had come. Without his power they could 
not do their work, and they needed the 
Helper every day. ‘Fhey were not to put up 
church buildings first of all. They were to 
be temples of God, in which the Holy Spirit 
might live to help them wherever they went. 

The Bible says, Know ye ‘not that ye are 
a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? This power came to these 
followers of Jesus because they kept close to 
God in prayer. 








After the Story. — What happens to a street- 
car orto re electri — when the vd 
? ¢ evening at su ta 

went out - en the free, and in 
other houses. In a few minutes they came 
back, One dayour street-car stopped twenty 
minutes, because there was no power in the 
wires, +3 
People who read and think of God’s Word, 
and who talk to him in , have the 
romise of his power. Children may have 
t too, 


‘There is a Holy Dove that sings 

‘To every Metering child, 

That whispers to his little heart 
A song so sweet and mild. 

It is the Spirit of our God 
That speaks his soul within, 

That leads him on to all things good, 
And holds him back from sin. 


(Repeat reverently, letting the children 
follow.) 

Hand-work is not desirable with this les- 
son, ‘The living expression should be the 
aim. 


CHICAGO, 
4 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


AVE you over traveled on board a sail- 
ing vessel? What propels it? What 
is the wind? Can you see it? Has | 

itcolor? Where does it come from? Where 
does it go? We know so little about the 
wind we might be tempted to say there was’ 
no such thing if we did not know of its 
power: power to destroy huge battleships 
by driving them on the rocks ; power to lift 
houses and barns off their foundations; 
power to blow trains off the tracks. 

Our study is of the Holy Spirit’s coming to 
earth, The question will arise with thinking 
girls, Was not the Holy Spirit in the world 
before New Testament times? We read in 
the Old Testament of the Holy Spirit cloth- 
ing a man with himself when a specific work 
was to be accomplished (Judg. 6 :34). But 
now, instead of coming occasionally he is 
continually on earth, a perpetual power and 
presence with us, for Christ said, ‘‘he will 
abide with you forever ’’ (John 14 : 16). () 

Who is the Holy Spirit? The third person 
in the Trinity is a person, not an influence, 
for he is mentioned as are God the Father and 
Christ the Son, (In the baptismal formula, 


| Matt. 28 : 19, anid the apostolic benediction, 





2 Cor. 13: 14.) When Christ made refer- 
ence to the Holy Spirit he used personal 
pronouns (John 16: 7-14). The Holy Spirit 
can be grieved (Eph. 4 : 30), lied to (Acts 
5 : 3), and sinned against (Matt. 12 : 31-34), 
which could not be true did he not have 
personality. (2) 

What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 
Christ called him ‘* another “Comforter’’ 
(John 14 : 16), a consoler, a helper and ad- 
vocate, one who takes up the cause of an- 
other and defends itas does a lawyer. Christ 
said ‘‘another’’ Comforter, Not that Christ 
would leave the disciples and the Holy Spirit 
would now take his place. Not that, for he 
said, ‘*I am with you always.’? The Holy 
Spirit will comfort them not alone by his own 
presence with them, but by making them to 
realize the constant abiding presence of Christ 
as well. (3) 

The disciples were but babes in grasping 
Christ and the life they hadin him, Christ 
was misunderstood, Not alone by those 
who hated him and put him to death, but 
even by the disciples. Christ said the Holy 
Spirit would reveal the truth concerning 
himself, ‘* Heshall be witness of me” {John 
15 : 26). ‘He shall guide you into all the 
truth’? (John 16:1 **T am the truth” 
(John 14:6). ‘‘He shall teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said unto you’’ (John 14 : 26). 

From these Scriptures we see that the 
Holy Spirit is to reveal Christ to us. It is 
he who pleads with us to receive Christ. It 
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Its purpose is not to draw attention to 
itself, but to reveal truth, to communicate 
messages from one person to another. So 
the Holy Spirit is a medium of union be- 
tween Christ and his people. (4) 

Jn what city did the Holy Spirit first mani- 
fest himself? What event was being com- 
memorated in Jerusalem? What was this 
feast? Why was it timely? As these peo- 
ple from far and near returned to their homes 
they carried the word that the Holy Spirit 
had come to earth. Who were waiting to 
greet the Holy Spirit? Where were they 
waiting? (Act 1:13.) How long had they 
been waiting? How had they spent the time ? 

Will you notice that these disciples had 
met in one place with one purpose? About 
twenty people were met for prayer on the open- 
ing day of one of our summet conferences. 
The leader said, ‘If Christ is reigning upon 
the throne in each of our lives Satan is shut 
out of this gathering. The Holy Spirit is 
unhindered, He can reveal the truth of 
God to us with all freedom. Satan is. outs 
side the door longing to know what’s going 
on inside. The only entrance he can gain 
is through us.”’ 

When all you girls are in your places, and 
you have come asking God for big things, 
that’s the day Miss Owen teaches as she 
has never taught before. Other days she 
comes happy in the truth God has given her 
for you, she finds many of you absent, others 
only care to talk of the recent New Year’s 
party. Miss Owen is discouraged. The 
Spirit has been grieved, and the girls are not 
helped. We don’t like to think that we 
may withhold blessing from others, but it’s 
true. Have you realized that Christ could 
not give his last message to his disciples 
unti! after Judas left the cempany (John 13: 
31 to chapter 17)? 

What three things revealed the presence 
of the Holy Spirit? Would we not have 
been amazed had the Holy Spirit taken up 
his residence with God’s children without 
miraculous manifestation ? 

These visiting people were amazed at 
what they saw and heard. The world even 
to-day cannot account for the Spirit-filled 
Christian, Christ living in a man makes 
that life a miracle which the world’s philos- 
ophy cannot solve. People are still calling 
the genuine Christian girl abnormal, just as 
they misjudged these people, calling them 
drunk. 

What did all of the people begin at once 
to do? What prompted their speaking? 
When your aunt invited you to visit the 





is he who makes Christ known to us. It is 
he who enables our minds to grasp God’s 
truth (1 Cor. 2:9, 10). 

We might liken him to a person pointing | 
out the beauties of a painting. He draws no | 
attention to himself, but to the masterpiece. | 
So the Holy Spirit’s delight is in drawing | 
our attention and focusing our love and ad- 
miration upon Christ while he remains out | 
of sight. | 

Can vou explain wireless telegraphy? It | 
works in a mysterious and unseen manner. 


San Francisco Expositiod with her, you could 
scarcely wait until you saw your friends, to 
tellthem, Are we as eager to tell them of 
the joy Christ has brought to us? 

How may we receive the Holy Spirit ? By 
asking God for him (Luke 11: 13). When 
do we receive the Holy Spirit? When we 
accept Jesus Christ (Acts 2 : 38). All that 
God has for us is in him. When we have 
him we have all (Col. 1: 19; 2:9). Some 


girl may be troubled, saying that she dées 
not feel that she has the Holy Spirit. The 
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Bible nowhere states that we shall know his 
' presence feeling. We rest.upon the fact 
‘that God we wine we are ne children, 

through faith in Christ, we*have his Spirit 

(Gal. 4: 6). . 

» We need not be so concerned as to how 

much of the Spirit we have as how much of us 

does Christ have. (5) 

We shall have the fulness of the Spirit 
when Christ has all there is of us,—if we 

then trust him for this gift. (6) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Compare Peter at the trial and Peter at 
Pentecost: how do you account for the 
change? 

How did Peter reveal his knowledge of 
Scripture? 

What caused the people to be pricked in 
their hearts? 

How do you account for the difference in 
results in Christ’s preaching and Peter’s? 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 
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Pucker’s “* Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


“s ON’T you wish Jesus had stayed on 
earth always,’’ began teacher, ‘* so 
we could see him and talk to him 

to-day ?”’ 

‘*I sure do,” answered Bumps. ‘‘If I 
could see him once I believe I could be a 
better boy.”’ 

*« But if he had stayed on earth in the 
body he could only be in one place at a 
time,’’ suggested teacher, ‘‘and you might 
never get a chance to see him, or if you did 
the memory of it might fade out. Jesus 
himself said it was better for him to go 
away.”’ 

He had us read John 16: 7, and explained 
that the Holy Spirit is Christ’s other self in 
spirit form, and he can be in all places at all 


times, so we can have his power in our lives 


constantly. 


I couldn’t quite see through it, but maybe | 


it’s so. 

Then teacher asked who would tell the 
story of how the Holy Spirit came on the 
disciples. 

Fred tried it, about how they were holding 
a prayer-meeting, and all of a sudden they 
heard a big noise and saw tongues of fire, 
and the Holy Spirit came into their hearts. 
Then they all went out to preach to the 
c:owd, and each one preached in a different 
language, whatever kinds of people there 
were in the crowd. These foreigners were 
mightily surprised that the disciples could 
speak in their languages, but the rest of the 
crowd thought they were just silly drunk. 

The answers to the home questions came 
next. Each fellow read the answer he had 
hunted up, and we learned that there were 
about one hundred and twenty in the upper 
room at this time, that they waited ten days, 


~ | question, about their presenti 


and spent the time in prayer and in electing | 


a man to be an apostle in Judas’ place. 

Fatty explained that the Day of Pentecost 
was a feast celebrating the giving of the law 
on Mt, Sinai. It came fifty days after the 
passover and just at the end of harvest, so 
was a kind of Thanksgiving Day. 

Bulldog Jones wasn’t there to tell how 
they celebrated it, so teacher answered that 
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the two 
red and Bert have to 
—- Mr, Bulldog and see where he was, 
Fred explained that ‘‘ dwelling ’’ in verse 
means **stopping.’? All these foreign 
 B were in Je to attend the feast. 
Bert had a map drawn off on a sheet of 
r showing all the countries mentioned. 
e got teacher to help him with it. They 
sure had come from all around. Mr. Mason 
said that was God’s plan, for when they went 
back home they spread the story of Jesus 
everywhere. 
Teacher had us look close at ve 
and 3 to see if it was a real wind and r 
fire. We all thought it was till he showed 
us it said, ‘a sound as of [like] the rushing 


| loaves of bread, etc. 


fire.’’ He thinks these appearances were 
symhols of the Holy Spirit’s work. They 
stand for power and cleansing, and he says 
that’s what the Holy Spirit will do in every 
one of our hearts if we surrender wholly to 
him and let him be our life. 

‘*Wasn’t the Holy Spirit on earth before 
this?’’ asked Fred Keller, the minister’s 
son. 

** Yes,”’ said teacher, **he was working 
with the Father and the Son in everything 
done in Old Testament times. Ali the great 
heroes of faith were Spirit-filled, and it was 
God's Spirit who inspired the prophets. But 
the Spirit.was given in those; days only to 
certain ones, It was not yet the Spirit’s 
day. 

** But this is his day. The Holy Spirit 
was born at Pentecost as Jesus was born at 
Christmas. Jesus was born in the body of a 
little child, but the Holy Spirit was born in 
the bodies of the disciples. He comes to 
live in every Christian, and wants to use our 
hands and feet and lips to do his work with 
as Jesus used the hands-and lips of the body 
he‘lived in. The main thing is for us to be 
as obedient and: responsive as Jesus’ body 
was.”’ 

Teacher had us turn back to chapter 1 : 8, 
and read the class motto for 1916,—‘* Ye 
shall be my witnesses.’’ ‘Then he showed 
us from the first part of that verse that we 
can’t:keep our New Year’s resolution to be 
true witnesses unless we receive power from 
jthe Spirit. (1) 

He explained about an electro magnet, 
like they have:‘down at» the Vandalia shops. 
It can only lift things when the current is 
running through the coi], Shut off the cur- 
rent and it’s just like any other old piece of 
iron. 

He says it’s that way with us. We have 
power to live right and attract others to 
Christ only when his Spirit is filling our 
hearts. Of ourselves we’ re just old iron, and 
without him can do nothing (John 15: 5). 
But when the power of the Holy Spirit is 
turned into our hearts he supplies all the 
power we need. (2) 

And we doyg’t have to wait ten days like 
they did. Since the Holy Spirit came to 
earth at Pentecost, he is here ready to fil] us 
all if we will let him. 

Teacher put on the board : 





NOT WAIT FOR THE 
BUT } HOLY 
RECEIVE SPIRIT 








Then he offered our closing prayer just as 
the bell rang. 

Next Sunday we have about a great big 
revival with three thousand trail-hitters. 
We've each got one of these questions to 
write an answer to: 


How did unbelievers explain the apostles’ 
actions? (Acts 2: 13.) 

How did Peter prove that they were not 
drunk? (Acts 2 : 15.) 

What prophecy did Peter say was being 
fulfilled? (Joel 2 : 28.) 

What events in Jesus’ life did Peter espe- 
cially mention ? (vs, 22-24, 32, 33-) 

What did Péter say they must do to receive 
the Holy Spirit? (v. 38.) 

To whom was the Holy Spirit promised ? 
(v. 39.) 

How did the converts show their new 
faith ? (vs, 41, 42.) 

An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 

Beginning. 

Don't you wish Jesus had stayed on earth 

always? (John 16: 7.) 





| Teaching. 


Lesson story told. 
How many were in the upper room ? 
How long did they wait? 


of a mighty wind,’’ and “tongues /ize as of | 











~ 


How did they pass the time? 
it was the Day of Pentecost? 
. How was it kept? 
Wag, ewe all these foreign Jews in Jerusa- 


m 

Show a map locating their countries. Ex- 
plain God's plan. 

Was it real wind and real fire? Explain 


these as sym 

Wasn't the Holy Spirit on earth before this? 

Explain the Spirit's dispensation. 
Application. 

We cannot be true witnesses unless the Holy 
Spirit fills us, Illustrate by describing 
the electro magnet. 

We do not have to wait, but may receive the 
Spirit now. Blackboard design. 

Close with short prayer. 


-Terre Haute, Inp, 
oral 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


386. What pledge, under Jewish jaw, could 
not be kept after sundown ? 

387. What terriblé cry was heard in the dark, 
and what dreadful voice sounded from 

_ the dark ? 

388. What could not be built out, of hewn 
stone nor with steps, under Jewish law ? 
Who marched with troughs on their 
backs ? 

390. What dying man gave his clothes to his 
son on a mountain-top, and why? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


381. The Egyptians, when an east wind 
brought the plague of locusts and the 
west wind swept it away (Exod, 10: 
13-19). 

The homes of the Israelites during the 
plague of darkness (Exod. 10 ; 22, 23). 


383. Manasseh (2 Chron. 33 : 7). 

384. The magicians of Egypt when the plague 
of lice came upon the land (Exod. 8: 
18, 19). 

. Josiah (2 Chron, 34 ;: 3, 2) and Jehoia- 
chin (2 Chron, 36 : 9). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


HAVE YOU A “BOY PROBLEM”? 


It Can’t Be Solved by Arithmetic—It’s a 
Question of Food and Exercise as 
Well as Education 


The best boy in the world presents a 
serious problem. His proper develop- 
ment is a problem that must be met by 
parents who have a proper sense of their 
responsibilities. Boy problems are not 
confined to incorrigibles or to boys of 
bad tendencies. The brighter the boy 
the greater the problem. 

And this problem cannot be solved by 
any mathematical theories. You can’t 
build a sturdy, well-balanced boy out of 
books or sermons. It is largely a ques- 
tion of food and proper direction of 
exercise. Faulty nutrition, or lack of 
nutrition, is responsible for many a boy 
problem and many a girl problem. 
Children are stuffed with foods that lack 
the elements needed to build bone, 
muscle and brain. <A boy fed on pota- 
toes alone would soon become a flabby 
idiot. A boy fed largely on meat be- 
comes irritable, petulant and quarrel- 
some. A meat diet means impaired 
liver and weak kidneys. 

Probably the most: perfectly balanced 
ration ever devised for growing children 
is shredded wheat biscuit. It supplies 
everything needed for building healthy 
tissue, good bone and good brain. It 
contains all the body-building material 
in the whole wheat grain janie digest- 
ible by steam-cooking, shredding and 
baking. Being ready-cooked it is so 
easy for the mother to prepare with 
shredded wheat a deliciously warm, 
nourishing meal in a few: moments. 
The crispness of the shreds encourages 
thorough chewing, which is the most 
important process in digestion, and this 
chewing develops sound teeth and 
healthy gums. A boy or girl fed largely 
on shredded wheat is ready. for study or 
play... With this kind of food Nature 
pomeiney Bn healthy, perfect, well-bal- 
anced y- 


382. 
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The Essentials of a 
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35-ampere arc lamp on alternating current, yet consumes 
but 9 amperes and is entirely automatic. $120, 

Other models $80 up 
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The Most Simple and Time Saving 


Head’s§.S. Secretaries’ Record 
Head’s S. S. Class Books 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record ot entire school, 
has ever been issued. 
A returnable sample copy of both books sent for 
examination on request. 


P. H. REVELL CO,, 158 Fifth Av., N.Y. 125 No. Wabash Av. 


Ghe Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, December 25, 1915 


‘a Subscription Rates 








of the 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

° separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 ra) One copy, of any number of 

5 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional wilkbe allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

‘The Sunday Schoo! Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 

me, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School ‘limes Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the | 
time paid for, except by special request. 


nough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
euable all the teachers of a school to examine it 
will be sent free upon application. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoor Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


At the last meeting of our teachers and offi- 
cers we considered whether it would be advisa- 
ble to have the school take the teacher- 

when the scholars pass: from 
the intermediate to the senior department at 
sixteen years of age. Would you advise that 
we do this? 


HERE is much in the teacher-training 
course that appeals to the seniors of 
the Sunday-school—the definiteness of 

the course of study, the challenge to real 
study; the 1-of a completed course of 
study rounded out with examinations, a 
diploma, and a graduation exercise. Many 
bright boys and girls who drift from the 
school would doubtless be held if encour- 
aged to do this work that would enlist their 
mental and spiritual energies. 

‘The plan has been tried in some schools 
with considerable success. Every scholar at 
about sixteen years of age finds that he is 
expected to prepare for Christian service and 
is told that the studies of the department 
that he is entering are intended to help him 
to be ready for positions of responsibility in 
Chirist’s Church, Many of the pupils get 
but little from the course because they do 
not care to do the required study, but many 
others find here their equipment for great 
usefulness, 





We are anxious to organize a teacher-trainin 
class in our Sunday-school, and I write to as 
if vou would advise that we try to persuade an 
entire class of girls to adopt the training course 
instead of the lesson taught in the other class of 
the department. We would like to follow your 
plan of having a picked class, but some of those 
we want most are so attached to the class in 
which they now are that we could hardly per- 
siiade them to give up the class associations. 


N some schools the plan of turning an en- 
tire class into a teacher-training depart- 
ment has worked well, When this is 

done the pupils who are not especially in- 
terested are encouraged to get what they can 
from the studies, but are not required to take 
the examinations for diploma. Very often 
these pupils catch the spirit of the work and 
enter enthusiastically upon the definite study 
with the regular tests, 

As a rule the better plan is to take from 
the various classes the brightest and best 
pupils and organize them into a teacher- 
training department, The difficulty you are 
facing is sometimes met successfully by per- 
mitting the students to meet during the open- 
ing exercises of the school with the class 
from which they have been taken, to be 
registered with that class, and to have part 
in all the social features of the class, and 
simply meet in the teacher-training depart- 
ment during the lesson period. 





PENNSYLVANIA.—The missionary spirit has 
been awakened to some extent in our church, 
and as a Sunday-school teacher I feel that per- 
haps I ought to give more attention to mis- 
sions in my teaching. Will you kindly give 
me some reasons why this subject should be 
taught? Will you also let me know how I may 
prepare to teach the subject effectively? 


ty E great purpose of the Sunday-school 
is the training of earnest Christians 

who shall have a share in the world- 
wide work of the Church of Christ. Our 
boys and girls, and older scholars as well, 
must become interested in the activities of 
the Church that extend to the uttermost 
parts of the earth, They should be taught 
** Missions’? so effectively as to grasp the 
facts and enter into the spirit of the great 
enterprise. 

The Sunday-school teacher needs not only 
missionary information, but also knowledge 
of the best methods of imparting this infor- 
mation to scholars of different ages and 
varied attainments, You will find great help 
in taking the First Standard teacher-training 
course and following this with the study of 
‘*Missionary Methods for -Sunday-school 
Workers,” by George H. Trulli (Philadelphia : 
The Sunday School Times Co., 50 cents). It 











A Bureau of Information for 





will also help you to keep informed about mis- 
sions by the reading of the missionary papers 
and leaflets provided by your denomination, 


7 
Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


‘Superintendent of the International Sunday 
». = School Adult Department 


MICHIGAN.—My class of thirty girls, from 
seventeen to twenty-three years e, have 


recently felt that they. would like to be up 
with some wider 


than is repre- 
sented by our own Sunday-school and town. 
I write to ask if there is any movement with 
which we could be identified.—B. M. B. 
VERY organized adult class should desire 
to become a definite part of the organized 
adult Bible class movement, and share 
in the extension of the Bible class work to 
every part of thé world. The organized 
adult Bible class movement has a platform 
broad enough to include classes of every 
form of organization, so long as the organiza- 
tion conforms to the accepted standard. By 
applying to the general secretary of your 
State Sunday School Association you may 
secure an International certificate of recog- 
nition, which charters and enrols you as a 
definite part of the whole movement. The 
general secretary for Michigan is Professor 
F. S. Goodrich, Albion. The members of 
the class would be entitled to wear the or- 
ganized adult Bible class emblem, the red 
button with the white center, and would be 
invited to attend all organized adult Bible 
class conferences in connection with the 
county and state conventions. 

For local fellowship and conference your 
class might lead in the formation of a wo- 
men’s Bible class federation in connection 
with your city or county Sunday-school asso- 
ciation. International Adult Division Leaflet 
No, 1 deals with the subject of federations. 
You can secure copies of this leaflet from 
your state Sunday-school association. 





BRIDGETON, N. J.—I am looking for all the 
help I can get on how superintendent 
cam help the organized adult Bible class. 
Any information vou may give me bearing on 
this subject I shall greatly appreciate.—J. O. S. 
IVE careful study to the organized 
adult Bible class plans and methods 

of work, seeking: to qualify yourself 

as a real leader and counselor ; subscribe for 
one or more of the adult class publications, 
and read some of the books.on adult class 
work. A list of magazines and leaflets was 
given in the ** Adult Class Questions ’’ col- 
umn.in the issue of November 27, page 725. 

2. The International suggestive constitu- 
tion for an organized class makes the super- 
intendent an ex-officio mentber of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the class. If this sug- 
gestion is carried out. in your organized 
classes, be sure to recognize it yourself by 
attending at least some of the committee 
meetings: Here you will have abundant 
opportunity to make helpful suggestions and 
prove yourself a real comrade. Thus you 
will establish a cordial relationship between 
the school executive and the class, which is 
essential to the best kind of team work. 

3. Through wise division organization 
seek to establish cordial relationships. be- 
tween the different organized classes of your 
Sunday-school. Good team work between 
classes is very important and no one is in a 
better position to secure this result than the 
superintendent. 

4. Study carefully and sympathetically the 
needs of each adult class. ‘The class officers 
should be able to tell you how many of the 
members are not professing Christians, some- 
thing of their home and industrial life, and 
much other valuable information that would 
help you to work out with the class leaders 
their many and grave problems. Those who 
follow feel that those who lead should both 
know them and their work. 

5. Take the organized class ‘into partner- 
ship with yourself in the conduct of the 
school. The organized adult Bible class 
might be likened to the *‘manin the home.’’ 
The man in the home. will either become an 
active partner, or establish bachelor quar- 





develop into a chronic 
kicker and selfish loafer, and finally leave 
the home, Many adult classes have not 
been taken into partnership, and are show- 
ing tendencies toward establishing bachelor 
quarters, 

6. Among the many kinds of work in which 
an adult class may engage as a recognition 
of partnership may be mentiqned : 

1. Responsibility for boys’ work, 
2. Responsibility for girls’ work. 
3. Home Department work, 

4. Parent training. 

5. Up-to-date school equipment. 
6. School membership. 

7. Leadership. 


ters and pice 
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Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Resretary of the Home Department Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


Is there not same wey Je which Hy De- 
artment mem can be together 
and made acquainted ? 
NE department accomplishes this de- 
sirable objective by these methods: 
A Home Department prayer-meeting, 
at which the lessons for the coming month 
are previewed, is held monthly. ‘This meet- 
ing is said to be highly appreciated and well- 
sustained by the members. In the effort to 
further encourage mutual acquaintance and 
contribute to the growth of friendliness, fre- 
quent socials are held. Sometimes there is 
a program, but it has been found that simple 
games serve well to promote sociability. 





We expect to organize a Home Department, 
and would like an easy. way to begin. 

HEN the plan has been discussed 
among the Sunday-school workers 
and the church officials, a competent 

person should be chosen for superintendent 
of the department, and as many visitors pro- 
vided as will probably be needed to cover 
the field to be canvassed. Begin with your 
church members, Adopt the slogan, ‘* Every 
member of our church a member of some 
department of our Sunday-school.’’ The 
pastor should devote a sermon to an explana- 
tion of the work, emphasizing the value of 
systematic Bible study, and urging every 
church member who is not a Sunday-school 
member to enrol. Enrolment cards should 
be distributed and signatures secured. After 
members of the church have enrolled you 
are then ready to go outside the church 
membership for additional members, 





There are several small Home Departments 
in our town, but none are in a flourishing con- 
dition. What can I, as township Home De- 
partment superintendent, co to arouse inter- 


est? 


ALL a joint conference of superinten- 
dents and Visitors, Such a meeting 
would be sure to bring out some good 

ideas, to create a larger vision, and to pro- 
mote enthusiasm for the work. The ex- 
change of plans and experiences would be 
helpful. The conference might lead to the 
organizing of a Home Department Union, 
which would be a permanent stimulus to all 
the departments in the locality. 

The Elgin, Illinois, Home Department 
Union, organized several years ago, recently 
held a most enthusiastic meeting. Nine de- 
partments were represented. There were 
readings and music and a Home Department 
address, besides a chalk-talk, in which the 
speaker portrayed by words atid crayon the 
superiority of the four-leaved clover WORK 
to that whose leaflets spell LUCK. Refresh- 
ments were served. 





What suggestions have vou for Visitors in Can- 
vassing for new members? 

HE observance of the following may help : 

State frankly the object of your call. 

Let your manner show that you have 
come upon important business. 

Do not imply that a prospective member 
does not already study the Bible, but impress 
the value of studying a short passage which 
so many others are studying. 








Workers 
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Show a Quarterly, explain the treatment of 
the lessons, and the advantage of having the 
help of the explanations and comments in 
the Quarterly. . 

1 attention to the fact that the agree- 
ment to study the lessons is binding only at 
the option ofamember. Let members under- 
stand that their promise to study the lessons 
ren | is not broken when they are pre- 
vented from studying the lesson by sickness 
or other good reason. J 

Make it clear that members of the Home 
Department are members of the school, and 
are entitled to its penteaie. 

While most people called upon will deeide 
favorably at ouce, some may want time to 
think itover. In sucha case, leave a descrip- 
tive leaflet and promise to call again. 





| Ast Marion iene: 





ILLINOIS.—How can church members be 
made to realize the of the Sun- 

and thus made to care for it prop- 
erly >—B. M. M. 


Cy good thing thut might help a little is 
to have what is coming into use some- 
what now,—an occasional Inspection 
Day. This is a day when a special invitation 
is given to prominent members of the church 
who are not identified with the school, to visit 
the school. Each particular church member 
thus visiting the school should be placed in 
the hands of some person who understands 
the working of the school in its various de- 
partments and will take this visitor to those 
departments at such times as will enable him 
to see some of the work that is actually being 
done. The pastor or superintendent is the 
best one ordinarily to: explain téthese visitors 
the needs and possibilities of the Sunday- 
school, 

There is no reason. why this inspection 
should not be kept up during the year, invit- 
ing on one Sunday the leading men or women 
whose names begin with A, the next Sunday 
those whose names begin with B, and so on ; 
or divide them in any other way. 

What the church needs is to know what 
the Sunday-school is doing. Very many of 
them do not know, and sometimes, because 
of this ignorance, they are inclined to criti- 
cise what they know nothing about, or, at 
least, to be lukewarm in their attitude toward 
it, which is about as bad as to condemn it 
altogether. 





NEW YORK.—Our Sunday-school. is divided 
into two departments; the smaller one, of 
which I am superintendent, includes the Be- 
ginners, Primary, and Juniors, while the main 
department includes the entire balance of the 

has had 


school. For years 

the opening and closing exercises 
rately. However, the question is now being 
agitated of having these opening and closing 
exercises, or at least a ten-minute exercise, to- 
gether, as some maintain that the unity of the 
school would be best preserved in this way, 
while others assert that each department is 
best served when at liberty to select those exer- 
cises best adapted to its needs, which might not, 
and probably would not, be of help or interest 
to the other department. I shall be very grate- 
ful if you will kindly give me your opinion on 
this subject.—M. C. H. 

F YOU have separate rooms where your 
services can be held entirely independ- 
ent of each otber, it is better to hold 

them so, rather than to come together in one 
room. 

I appreciate very fully the wishes of those 
who would like the school to be together for 
the sake of unity. ‘There is an advantage in 
this, and occasionally they might be brought 
together, but ordinarily it is better to keep 
them separate. You will find the interest 
will be sustained better, because the exer- 
cises can be so much better adapted to the 
capacities of the pupils. The little children 
require more change, a much simpler service 
and shorter. They love to sing songs that 
the older people would not wish to sing. If 
you would try putting the two together for 
three months, you would see what it means, 
and would be ready, I think, togo back to 
the separate sessions. 











LESSON FOR JAN. 9 (Acts 2 : 1-13) 





- For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








A 


FRIEND has written asking if I will 
give some hint as to the ‘‘ form”’ 
which family worship should take. 

‘*form” is intended to include such 
as time of day, length of service, 

who are to take part, and so forth. 

Now these are all very interesting and im- 

portant items in the mak of a helpful 

service, but my own met is so simple 
that I have not given very much considera- 
tion to ‘¢form.’’ The time of day will very 
largely be determined by the family condi- 
tions; Some will find the morning most 
suitable, others the evening, while it is just 
possible some may find a mid-day hour better 
still, Where daily family worship is not 
possible, the Lord’s Day is a most fitting 
time for all to gather around the throne of 
e. . The program may consist of hymns, 
ripture reading, and prayer, but is 

often too as | for most families, and I 

judge reading and prayer are all the cresier 

part of us can get through, for the fam ily 
worship hour can rarely extend beyo 

ten or fiftéen minutes. “Regarding who shall 
take part will depend very much upon the 
spiritual condition of the ‘members of the 
family circle. Preferably the father of the 
family will take the whole of the service, 

If he fails, then the responsibility may. rest 

upon the mother, ‘The most of families will 

find they have their own plans, but the above 
may be suggestive and answer my corre- 
spondent’s questions. 





January 3 to 9 
Mon.—Acts 2: 1-13. Coming of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit came as the Wind,— 
sovereign, viewless, powerful, and life-giv- 
ing. He came also. as the Fire,—quick, 
triumphant, energetic, and purifying. By 
these symbols the highest-work of the Spirit 
is set forth, He is limited: by no haman 
conditions or Jaws; and: in his opetations he 
works through whom he,will. 

*PRAVER SUGGESTIONS ! Our friends ‘of 
the ** Fireside Schools,” of which we said 
something in our notes last week, desire 
prayer for their work. The great aim of 
the work is to bring Christ into every home, 
and such an object commands our interces- 
sion at once. 


Tues.—Joel 2: 23-29. Promise of the Spirit. 

The temporal blessings given to the land 
were a type of the spiritual. Note the word 
‘‘afterward,’’. by which word the prophet 
intimates that the promise of the Spirit was 
not to receive immediate fulfilment. ‘The 
promise was partially fulfilled at Pentecost. 
It is still having its fulfilment. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Jriends and school companions of the chil- 
dren. Pray that the children may form 
such friendships as shall tend to elevate 
the tone of their whole moral being. Pray 
Sor the children who have left home for their 
education, that they may be safeguarded 
from the perils incident to new surround- 
ings. 

Wed.—Isa. 44: 1-8. Spiritual Refreshing. 

What a wonderful promise verse 3 is to 
thirsty souls. Evenso Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, ‘‘If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink.’’ If our hearts and 
lives are like the hard baked» ground, the 
divine refreshing streams can make them 
fruitful and beauteous, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : How wearily and 
painfully this world-war drags on. The 
deluge of blood does not seem any nearer be- 
ing assuaged. Pray that the nations may 
be brought out of the war, and that terms of 
peace may be arranged which will be ae- 
ceptable to all parties engaged in this-appal- 
ding conflict. 


Thurs.—John 16: 7-15. Office of the Spirit. 
Toward the world the function of the Spirit 
is to convict of sin, righteousness, and judg- 
ment, and toward the church his office is to 
glorify Christ and edify the church’s mem- 
bers. Both the world and the church are 
still in need of the convicting, converting, 
and consecrating power of the Holy Spirit, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The missionary’s 
lot.is not an easy one, and we should con- 
stantly take our share of his work by being 
missionary intercessors. Pray that the cli- 
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matic effect on the nerves may be counter- 


acted missionaries having their minds 
stayed on Jehovah. Only will they be 


proof against contorted vision and erroneous 
concl: - 


Fri.—Psa. 139: 1-12. Ever-present Spirit. 

This psalm is among the “most glorious 
and excellent in the book.”” Throughout it 
suggests the everywhereness of the Spirit. 
We can but sing with James Montgomery : 


‘* How from thy presence should I go, 
Or whither from thy Spirit flee, 
Since all above, around, below 
Exist in thine immensity ? 
If up to Heaven I take my way, 
I meet thee in eternal day."’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the in- 
fluences of home may be made stronger. 
Pray for increasing blessing to rest upon the 
different members of our families, Pray for 
one another individually at the family altar 
and for grace to act toward each other as 
befits those who bow together before the Lord. 


Sat.—John 14: 16-26. The Comforter. 

The ‘* comforter’? means more than a 
**consoler.@ It is one who by his presence 
makes strong, and as, such he is ‘our 
strength in all weakness, peace in all trouble, 
wisdom in all darkness, guide in every per- 
plexity, victor over our temptations, and the 
companion and sweetener of our solitude.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the many 
innocent sufferers of the great war; for the 
people: of Belgium and Poland who are 
suffering so cruelly during these dark days, 
Pray for the orphans and homeless, and for 
the sad and lonely, and for the prisoners of 
war. 


Sun,—1 Cor, 12: 12-31, Spiritual Gifts, 

God’s gifts to his church are both plentiful 
and various. He. does not dispense his 
benefits with a niggardly hand, but lavishly. 
Amongst all the: divine gifts we should de- 
sire. most to possess his grace.' This is a 
treasure house to which all may have access. 
The measure of our faith will determine for 
us the measure of our spiritual wealth, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the pres- 
ervation of the Lora’s Day, and that in 
every city, town, and village the conscience 
of the people may be stirred to a right ob- 
servance of this day of rest. Lids needful 
Sor body, soul, and spirit. —Pray-that indi- 
vidually we may learn to sanctify the Sab- 
bath. 


New York Clrty. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sund’y, January 9, 1916 
Why Join the Church? (Eph. 3 : 8-21). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—For its fellowship (Eph. 1 : 1-12). 
‘lUES.—For its strength (Matt. 16 : 13-19). 
WED.—For its service (Matt. 20 : 20-28). 
‘THURS.—For its testimony (Fph. 4: 11-29). 
FRI.—For its truth (1 ‘lim. 3 : 14-16). 
SaT.—For its ideals (!’hil. 2 : 1-11). 











What is the church for ? 
What can we do for the church ? 
When should we join the church ? 


HERE is a church into which no man: 


can receive us and from which no man 

can debar us. Into no man’s hands 
have its keys been given. ‘The Lord alone 
stands at its door, With him alone does the 
soul have to deal. This is a great comfort. 


But it was the Lord of this church who 
founded on the earth the visible fellowship 
of his disciples, who bade them to remember 
by a sacramental feast the death that he was 
dying for men, and who sent them out 
through all the earth to proclaim the gospel 
to win men to obedience and to baptize 
them into the Name which stood for unity. » 

> 4 


Even if men have corrupted the simplicity 
which was in Christ; even though in casting 
in material form the spirit of subtle and in- 
visible relationships they have done just what 
the Lord denounced in the Pharisees of his 





own time; even if in their very earnestness 


to be loyal to Christ they have given other 
things precedence over the unity of the boty 
and the love of the brethren atid the trut 
that makes men free, are we justified there- 
bey imitating them or in exceeding them ? 
churches of many names,—borrowed 
from national geography or from human 
leadership or from terms of doctrine 
or of organization or embodying claims 
which collide with facts, may be very imper- 
fect and fragmentary, they may be very uu- 
like that church unseen at whose gate the 
welcoming Saviour ever stands, but they are 
the only churches visible on earth and if we 
withdraw or hold aloof from them we are 
but committing the same error we condemn 
and making the confusion worse or the weak- 
ness greater by our additional schism, It 
was necessary doubtless that offenses should 
come. But woe to those men by whom they 
came or who increase the number of them. 


=. 

But there is another side to it. The visi- 
ble church is one of the three great institu- 
tions of God. One is the family. One is 
the state. Each of us belongs in one family 
and in one state. The third is the church. 
Each of us ought to be in one church. We 
cannot avoid being in a family and a state. 
Wecan reject or ignore our relationship to the 
church. But we lose and we cause loss if 
we do. 


“ 

We lose fellowship. We s0se inspiration. 
We lose:experience. We lose charity. We 
lose strength. We lose clear sight of the 
ideals which are the life of the world. We 
lose our opportunity aud too often our in- 
clination for services which the ‘church is 
rendering as no other agency on earth is do- 
ing. Doubtless we may still have more of 
these things than some people in the church. 
But we do not have as much of them as we 
should have in the church. 

< 

In the church we can have all that we now 
have that is good and pure. Is it because 
we could not have some other things that are 
not good and pure that- we stay out? And 
we can have what we do not now have. We 
citi have the chatice td tielp to make it what 
Christ would have it be. We can use its 
innumerable agencies of service as we can- 


| 
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not from without. We can stand nly for 
the eine which surely we believe in- 
wardly. 


If we hesitate to join the church because 
it is imperfect, are we less so? 

If because we are too imperfect, was it not 
just such as felt this that Jesus called and 
made His first disciples? 

If because there are hypocrites in the 
church, are we sure that this reason is sin- 
cere? ; 


If because we prefer other things, are we 
choosing wisely? There will come a day. 
What then? 


New Yor«k City, 





[ Children at Home 





A Winter Picnic 
By Alice Mary Farrington 


HE red flannel flag dipped. 
‘*A bite! A bite!’’ shouted Dick, 
and raced over the ice, 

He pulled in the line. 

**Must be a big one,’”’ Dick panted, ‘it’s 
so heavy.”’ 

‘* Fine a pickerel as ever J saw !’’ declared 
father, when it lay out on the ice, ‘* All of 
three pounds and a half. Maybe four.’’ 

**A whale of a fish !’’ crowed Dick. 

**A whale isn’t a fish,’’ laughed father, as 
they carried the pickerel to shore. 

‘‘Isn’t? why, it lives in the water, 
swims,’’ Dick remonstrated, 

**Takes more than that to make a fish.’’ 
Father skilfully turned one inthe frying-pan. 

This was the best picnic Dick ever went 
on,—this one in January. They left home 
at sunrise for the pond in the pines. The 
ice was eighteen clear blue solid inches, and 
catting holes through it with the heavy ice 
chisel was about the warmest, hardest exer- 
cise» Father did most of it, But . Dick 
helped. 


And 


( Continued on next page) 








re eT a Fy. 


1916 


Lessons during 1916. 


By Sir WILLIAM. M. Ramsay, 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. 


in parallel columns. 
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Illuminating Books on the 


INTERNATIONAL 
UNIFORM LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 
The following books will be most ‘suggestive in 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMpsoN, >.T.D. Do you know how 
each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died ? 
pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth. 
each of the six pairs of Apostles, and a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual in Bible study. 50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


The greatest living master of the his- 
tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
his litetime studies into this work. The book is a simple, popular, 
but richly revealing series of word-pictiires which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. $7.50, postpaid. 


A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


This popular little chart is printed on 
map paper, folding within stiff cloth covers, size 64%x3¥% inches, 
suitable for carrying in. the pocket. 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second and third 
journeys, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
20 cents, postpaid. 


- The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


President Thompson 
He devotes a chapter to 


This little 


It contains five simple outline 
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AL WoT 
The best place for rest or tecteation 
or recuperation is 


ATLANTIC CITY 
CHALFONTE 


is especially well adapted to accom- 
modate these whe come to secure them. 
“Write for Mustrated Folder and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


~ Oa the’ Beachio /.« «« * Abways Open ~ 
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the holés, 
every nibble: b 
the liftle red flag’ fastdned té the fish’ live » keep in 
jeiked. 
running, tefiding fines. ° 


sheiterett from the wind by a great rock ; 
sun shone warm, a ca 
feet, while they’ latched on hot fried fish, 
Nothing ever tasted so’ 


wantédto”*kiow with fi® second ‘helping of 


; biggest ? 
iy onl ‘* Whales are animals,’ warm-blooded 
, er ie with phar animals ’’—father helped himself to pickerel, 


ae ee a ee 





Lities béited with’ lfve minindws weal ii 
A flag ‘on each’ line signaled:|" 
When ‘a fich took “the Bait? 


‘The “fish bit’ well, and“ kept them 


At nodn they sat on the beach, snugly 
the 


fire crackled at their 


“What is a whale if it ian’ ta fish ? Dick 


ickerel,—-not the hig'One. Was there ever 
sherman who didn’t’ want fo exlibit Kis 





crisp golden brown without, firm and white | 
within, ‘‘ the largest creatures in the world.” | 
Then what is the biggest fish?’’ Dick: 
began a mince turnover, 

“Shark, Whale shark, -more than: fifty 
feet long; Except a few kinds ot reai whales, | 
theré’s no creature on land or seg bigger. + 
Now I’m going round Pine Point to look at? 
the lines there, while you ‘tegd *lihes/ 
here, Ifa-flag dips, pullin the line, but ibe’ p 
sure you don’t go out of the tracks we've 
made on the pond, Old fishing holes skim 
over with thin ice and then the show drifts 
across, and you can’t tell theyare there, You 
might step, trough > a chidden hole ‘end: gO) 
down imt® the water, ’\.. : 

“<TH look. owtyt!: sid Dicky’ ‘briskly Beour- } 
ing the frying-pan with sand fromthe beach, 
Father strode off out of, sighty 

Dick was packing up tlre remains of the 
lunch, when he saw a man coming across 
the pond.. He carried a pack on his back 
and was headed toward the log cabin on the 
shore. Dick knew he must be the trapper 
who lived in the cabin, 

As Dick watched, the man suddenly sunk 








- down wiitil A ats 
Children ‘at Home _Pabtove the ice one wnrogh é hole 
« Continued from preceding pages i ‘inte the 


the. ice, but gould do no, more .than keep. 
from going entirely under. 
9 202 froae to the ice and helped him” ‘hold 


the man. 


hole almost as soon as: Dick, 
the man’s mumb hands and dragged him 
| out on the ice! 


hurried him to the log cabin, 
| roaring fite in the cabin stove, and soon the 
man was drywand watm, 


“2 > ee a 


‘or help ashe meni. - * eg he: tookycare to 
te 

“Tm thee ates back father... 

The may; cnaglal to lift. himgeif above. 


llis wet. mit- 


tow ed wished he was strong enough 
to pull hit put ! , 

‘Father will gét you,’’ Dick encouraged 
** Hold.on |” 

Father was not far off, and reached the 
He grasped 


His wet clothes began to freeze and father 
Dick built, a 


**Can’t think how I came to be so care- 
less,’’ the; trapper said. ‘* 1 cut®that hole* 
through thenite duyself, rand then forgot it: 
Can’t be ‘care in, the »‘woods, boy,’’ he 
said..soberlysto Dicks 4: Remember - that, 
I never conld have got out if it hadn’t, been 
for your father,’’. » + 

When went, the trapper gave him a 
great handful.ef spruce gum that he had dug 
himself. vale is P 

ick i. her. athered in all the lines, | 
ihe @ a fi at haend He good» many, of* 
theni. ura threw snow over their 
cainp-fire ~ quench it, and started home 
with their catch of fish, 

‘*A winter picnic is the very best kind of 
one,’’ said Dick: happily, burrowing down 
into the warm fur robes of the sleigh as the 
horse trotted into the clear winter sunset. 
‘“And wasn’tit lucky for the trapper we 
went to-day !’’ 
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POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 
Under Quaker management; 1,800 feet above sea 

vel; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friend|y’environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bow ling : 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. J,.W. Hurley, Mgr. 
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A “HELP” on the International 
Lessons (Uniform Series) for 1916 


The Actsofthe Apostles: 
‘Studies in Primitive Christianity 


* By Rev. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D.. 
Waiter of “* Mastering the Whole ”” in this paper. 


directions mastery of the Acts; 
veh sea and usable outlines. 
96 pages, - foie pa 
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The’Church at. the Center (By Warren 
H. Wilson).—The author argues in favor o 
social service, and outlines a comprehensive 
yeat program for the country or small village 
church, Concrete illustrations of such work 
in different parts of the country are described. 
The spiritual ministry of the church is kept 
pre-eminent, and actual achievements are 
given, rather than theory, in ministering to all 
the life of all the community (New York: 
Missionary Education Movement, 50 cents). 

College Women and Country Lead- | 
ership (By Jessie Field).—A vision of an 
enriched country life is given in this pam- 
phiet. _ College girls from the country are 
shown how much they can do for their home 
communities during vacations by conducting 
Fight Week Clubs, Rich programs.are sug- 
gested, containing a valuable bibliography 
and many profitable questions for discussion, 
The church and Sunday-school are given their 
rightful place (New York: Y. W. C. A., 2 
cents), 

The Church a Community Force (By 
Worth M. ‘lippy).— What other writers have | 
done for the rural church has been done for | 
the city worker by Dr. Tippy, pastor of Ep- | 
worth Memorial Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 
In his account. of how this. great church Er 
helping to solve the city problém: aré 
the same _priuciplessthat: op 
The difference is in the conditions and | 
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By Dr. Charlies Frederic Goss fT 
Price, go cents, net 
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in the methods by which the ne@ds/are ‘met, 
The country minister who teads these packed 
pages may be thankful that he. -has.no such 
erushing load to carry, but the eity reader 
will kindle at the tréméndous vision of serv- | 
ice. (New York: -Missionary Education 
Movement, 50 cents.) 


book contains vatuable information and sug- 
gestions for these who would know what the 
modern movement of men's work in-and for 
the church is doing, The waiter has had 
large. experience in ewa denomination 
and ia united men’s movements, He shows 
how to awaken the interest of men, and how 
Lthien to direct their atfivity. “Thee aré ‘long 
lists of possible undertakings for men’s 
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‘brotherhoods and Bible classes, both ie city 


The Problem of Lay Leadership (By |. 
Y | Ernest Bagene Eltioft).—This compact Fittle 


and country ; with courses of study—ot the 
Bible, of missions, of social service, and of 
Christian stewardship. The material is not 
well enough digested to make the: book serve 


SatPand: ‘shoulders were things that thrust so keen and déep 
ead ¥ seg f 
tion. 
‘dl “Father abate shouted,“ thelp Caine | easily accepted 5 thing 
wick | -and ran to the man, calling *lustily | sparingly. 5 > thing 
uilt as ‘Se y I Ha 
of fepenianee ‘and caalliadien ta } 
but cthings -that,: ifs = 
flaod-tides 


the night cometh see what the 
ye ‘Holy. Spirit: means, and let Him. po 


by >t owe hamgpalidieinesnilen Basar HOR: 
not, try the set 











for any long period as a reliable worker’s 
guide, but it will certainly furnish <(e 
hints to those who seek wisely to direct the 
néwly-awakened interest of laymen: ‘The 
bibliographies attached to the different chap- 
ters are a useful feature. (New York: 
Fleming H. Revell Co., 50 cents net.) 


| The Leadership of the Spirit 


N utterly new: experience should await 
A many pastors and laymen if they. will 
read the modest little pamphlet en- 
titled ** The Leadership of the: Spirit,’’. by 
E. W. Hicks. God grant that an utterly 


new experience shall come to their churches |? 


as the result. The title of the pamphlet 
sounds commonplace,—we have all heard 
the phrase so often that it does not dent thé 
surface of our minds. now. ..But thething 
itself—the leadership of. the Spirit— sas 
has not become commonplace, nor ever cans 
i** His leadership is a ceaseless miracle,’ 

says the author rm this wondrously fresh mes- 


sage, Fews ‘aie anything about 
&. Spirit's Path hey have [lis 
presence 3 yes: but his presence is not his 


le: adership. 


Individuals in a cliurch may 
even ‘have the Spirit's leadership, 


But for a 


; chureh as a corporate body of believers to be 


really léd by the Spirit,—how many such 
churches does the reader of ‘these words 
know ? 

The. -author’s 


TARBELL S| 


IEA ACH ~RS’ GI 


8a 
MIDE 


t Tone iS startled - 
hings not often - 


of/powen © 
Many chaschesrin, dian fast 4 


hers 


pastorer jayuian who dares 1o-comteniy 
ek Mis fortis own church niay well” secure » ’ 


. Hieks’ convicting read ,it . 
on his: knees. (Giada SC oee tedbing C51 ' 
Lakeside Building, Chieago, 10. ceils). 6) 
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Three Reasons Why You Should Use Then 


They can be used with any grade clate, 
gab 


If the entire desired, be purchased 
in pac pap Seen 4g Ape ynerey 


Send for catalog of our 800 subjects 
Ww. 


120 Boylston Street wy 
Rand-McNally Building, Chicage, Til. 
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Church Enyelopes|_ 
Shipped in 3 Days. 


Churches placing their initial order — 

4) in response to this advertisement will 
=@ not have to pay for their envelopes un- 
less -we make Deer er within t three 
working daya (24 working hours) after 
the order is received. 


Duplex: Richmond, Va; 


Box 1656 saueee S Jones) 
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